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TOWN ELECTION 
Special 
election 
pending 
date picked 


by select 
board 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD — More than a 
week after Pat Leaming abruptly 
resigned from his seat on the Brim- 
field Select Board, it’s uncertain 
when a special election will be held 
to fill the nearly three years left of 
the vacated term. 

Leaming, who served previous 
terms, but was not an incumbent in 
this year’s election, resigned just a 
week after winning one of two seats 
on the board. 

“In order to begin a special 
election, the Board of Selectmen 
would have to vote on a date they 
wish it to take place,’ Town Clerk 
Debra Fagerstrom explained in an 
email. 

“If that happens, the election 
would be handled just like our an- 
nual Town Election. It will start 
with a caucus, nomination papers, 
warrants, ordering of ballots, elec- 
tion day, etc. The only difference 
is there would only be one office 
with a vacancy on the ballot. I’m 
confident that our current Board of 
Selectmen members will work to- 
gether to carefully consider all of 
the necessary actions and timetables 
before choosing a date.” 

The earliest that could occur is 
July 19, if the select board resumes 
meeting every two weeks as at least 
one member said it intends (see 
below). At press time, the town’s 
website didn’t show a meeting 
scheduled, but it could be posted 
sometime on July 15. 

There also has been talk about 
a recall election by some voters, in- 
cluding in public at a select board 
meeting, but Fagerstrom said no pa- 
pers have been filed, which would 
begin the process. 

“At present, I have one voter 
who submitted an intent to recall 
a member of the Board of Select- 
men,” Fagerstrom said. 

“This was done in writing to 
me. I am working with our Town 
Counsel and updating the voter with 
every bit of information I receive 
regarding the requirements and 
process. Additionally, there have 
been several other voters who have 
sought information and stated a de- 
sire to recall other elected officials, 
including Selectmen, members of 
the Planning Board, a Constable, 
and the Highway Surveyor/Tree 
Warden, but they have not yet sub- 
mitted the written requirements.” 

Fagerstrom said if initiated, the 
recall process would begin with a 
caucus. 

“That’s why I mentioned at the 
Board of Selectmen’s meeting that 
these elections will be costly and 
time-consuming,” she said. 


Clarification 

A story in the July | Journal 
Register about the June 28 Brim- 
field Select Board reorganization 
meeting referenced assertions that 
the meeting was supposed to be 
held the following week but was 
moved up. Selectman Paul McCar- 
thy contacted us via Facebook Mes- 
senger to explain the chain of events 
that led up to the meeting being held 
June 28 and set the record straight. 
This is a slightly edited version of 
his message. The message was edit- 
ed for clarity: 

“I appreciated the informative 
article about the Brimfield govern- 
ment situation of late (however), 
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Former cop blames dismissal 
on a political ‘vendetta’ 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD — You’d think 
someone who once worked for Joe 
Exotic would have seen it all by 
now. 

For Ryan Olszta, his last 
night as a Brimfield police officer 
might have felt as surreal as any- 
thing he saw during his time at the 
G.W. Zoo. That was at the end of 
June when the Brimfield Select 
Board held its first meeting with 
two newly-elected members, Pat 
Leaming and Martin Kelly, who 
joined with Selectwoman Suzanne 
Collins to deny Olszta a new con- 
tract in a 3-2 vote. 

Selectmen Mike Doyle and 
Paul McCarthy voted to retain 
Olszta, the only policeman out 
of nine officers up for re-appoint- 
ment who wasn’t retained. Police 
Chief Charles Kuss endorsed all 
nine officers for new contracts. 


That meeting became unwieldy, 
including bursts of shouting 
matches and periods of confusion, 
and last week Leaming resigned, 
citing public backlash in a letter 
read by Collins, who replaced 
Doyle as board chair. 

Though he lost the job he held 
for six years, Olszta, 29, had the 
support of several dozen residents, 
the vast majority of the audience, 
some of whom spoke up for him 
before comments were cut off. 

“It was the most humbling 
part of going through this thing, 
having some much support from 
the public,” Olszta said. 

A former selectman himself 
who didn’t seek another term in 
last month’s election, Olszta said 
he wasn’t surprised at not being 
retained, especially after Leaming 
and Kelly — both former selectmen 
themselves in past years — were 
elected. He unapologetically ad- 
mits ruffling feathers among those 


Courtesy photo 
Former Brimfield police officer Ryan Olszta said he’s fighting his dismissal in court. In the meantime, he’s 
returning to his prior career as a wildlife conservationist. 


in the antique show community, 
including board members, and 
the board of health over the ap- 
plication of fees for field owners 
that were supposed to offset the 
expense of the police department 
during shows. 

“T questioned why the town 
was taking the cost onto ourselves 
and why the field owners were not 
covering their own costs,” Olszta 
said. 

“I spoke up and they didn’t 
like that. And this was them pun- 
ishing me for it.” 

Neither Kuss, Leaming, Kelly 
or Collins responded to calls and 
messages seeking comment. 

Olszta said he suspects his 
sexual orientation factored into 
the board majority’s decision. 

“Tt’s kind of funny how the 
only openly gay police officer in 
the department was the only one 
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT 


Monson woman competes 
this week for Miss 
Massachusetts title 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


MONSON — All through her 
teen years — and ever since — Jackie 
O’Keefe has parlayed her talent and 
poise into opportunities to bring her 
concerns and initiatives to a bigger 
stage. 

This weekend, O’Keefe, 26, 
can take her platform to one of the 
highest-profile stages in the nation — 
the 2021 Miss America competition. 
First up, however, is the Miss Mas- 
sachusetts Scholarship Competition 
July 16-17 in the Hanover Theatre 
in Worcester. The winner moves on 
to the national competition. Even 
before Saturday’s final round, local 
residents and supporters anywhere 
in the world with an internet connec- 
tion can help the 2013 Monson High 
School graduate win the Miss Mas- 
sachusetts People’s Choice award. 

O’Keefe, the reigning Miss 
Lakeville — contestants qualify for 
the state competition by winning 
local titles — will present her Social 
Impact Initiative, “Fresh Check Day: 
Strengthening Mental Health in Col- 
lege Students” and perform a tap 
dance to NSYNC’s hit “Pop.” 

A lifelong Monson resident and 
the daughter of Charlie and Joan- 
ie O’Keefe, she is a 2018 graduate 
of Dean College and 2020 graduate 
of Springfield College, where she 
obtained a master’s degree in Stu- 
dent Affairs Administration. Since 
she began competing and earning 
scholarships to help pay for her ed- 
ucation, O’Keefe has leveraged the 
Miss America Organization to find 
community service opportunities 
and promote causes important to her. 
She’s volunteered with Dress for 
Success, Habitat for Humanity, and 
Special Olympics, among other or- 
ganizations. 

“T continue to come back each 
year because of the scholarship, ser- 
vice opportunities, connections and 
bonds within the organization, and 
the chance to share my Social Im- 
pact Initiative on the Miss America 
stage,” she said. 

“T also get the opportunity to 
promote my Social Impact initia- 
tive.” 

If she wins the Miss Massachu- 


Jackie 0’Keefe 


setts title, O’Keefe plans to use the 
scholarship money to pay off her 
student debt. 

The next Miss Massachusetts 
will compete at the 100th Anniver- 
sary of the Miss America Pageant to 
be held at Mohegan Sun Casino in 
Uncasville, Conn., in December. 

“Our 2021 Miss Massachusetts 
class is made up of some of the best 
and brightest young women from 
across the Bay State,’ Executive Di- 
rector Dolores “Buffy” Rabuffo said. 

“With the rising costs of a col- 
lege education, the Miss Massa- 
chusetts Scholarship Foundation is 
proud to be able to assist our candi- 
dates with scholarships which help 
ease the financial burden they face 
after graduation.” 

The field of 23 candidates will 
be narrowed to a Top 10, plus the 
People’s Choice candidate Friday. 
The finals will be held the next day. 


Want to vote for Jackie? 

Contestants’ supporters select 
the People’s Choice position by 
voting online. Each vote is $1 and 
counts as one vote. Online voting is 
live now and will end at 10 p.m. Fri- 
day, July 16. For more details, visit 
missmass.org and click on the online 
voting link. 

For those who want to be in the 
audience for the competition, tickets 
can be purchased on the website. 


ENVIRONMENT 


Public has until July 26 to 
comment on plan that 
affects water supply 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - The Massachu- 
setts Department of Environmen- 
tal Protection proposed changes to 
the Water Management Act Regu- 
lations that are drawing concern by 
local water officials. 

Superintendent of the Mon- 
son Water and Sewer Commission 
Craig W. Jalbert said he is against 
approving the MassDEP’s pro- 
posed regulations, specifically a 
restriction on outdoor water use in 
towns if a drought occurs. These 
restrictions would affect golf 
courses and public water suppliers, 
Jalbert said. 

“Tt’s a regulation that doesn’t 
fit us,” Jalbert said. 

“Tt’s more about the Chicopee 
River Water Basin. There is a lot 
of people that are very vocal about 
what they feel their river is in dan- 
ger. The way they have written 
these laws shows that it is more 
about irrigation because unfor- 
tunately, they are going to be ex- 
empting the biggest water supplier 
in the state with these regulations. 
If these get enacted, the Town of 
Monson will have to restrict water 


usage, while neighboring towns 
such as Wilbraham don’t.” 

Another reason Jalbert does 
not approve of MassDEPS’s regu- 
lations on water restriction is be- 
cause the Massachusetts Drought 
Management Plan has very sensi- 
tive metrics, which are not water 
supply-related, he said. Also, in 
a letter, members of the Monson 
Select Board and Water and Sewer 
Commission advocated for public 
water systems having the ability 
to create system-specific drought 
managements plans __ reflecting 
their system’s capacity and have 
response actions tied to the same 
system. 

Jalbert also said the public 
water system only serves approx- 
imately 40% of the people in the 
town. 

“You have a lot of people who 
are on private wells who won’t be 
affected,” Jalbert said. 

“This makes me ask if this is 
about conservation. I do not think 
you can say this is about conserva- 
tion when you are saying the larg- 
est water supplier does not have 
to abide by the rules. I think it’s 
more about a specific area trying 
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BRIMFIELD THRILLER 


Senior sleuths are fictional, but 
their case full of local facts 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


BRIMFIELD — Author and 
antique dealer Carol Freeman has 
recently released her latest mur- 
der mystery book, “The Baron of 
Brimfield: Murder at Midnight,” in 
which murder and mayhem spice 
up the Brimfield Antique Show. 

“The book begins with a 
shocker: an antique dealer is mur- 
dered during the May show,” Free- 
man said. “But, no worries! Ellen 
and Charlie are in hot pursuit of 
the murderer. The book will take 
the reader on a madcap adventure 
throughout the show and beyond.” 

Earlier this week, on July 14, 
Freeman held a book signing event 
at Hitchcock Academy. At the 
event, “The Baron of Brimfield” 
was featured, as it all takes place 
“right here in Brimfield,’ said 
Freeman. 

“Tt is book one of my ‘North- 
east Mysteries,’” she said. 

Cindy Skowrya, executive di- 
rector of Hitchcock Free Academy, 
described the book as a “positive 
thing for Brimfield” because of all 
the local references. 

“Carol and I spoke a bit about 
her book and the fact that it is cen- 
tered around Brimfield, the May 
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ei 


Baron of Brimfield 
Courtesy photo 


“The Baron of Brimfield: Murder at Midnight” Author signed copies of her 
book at Hitchcock Academy July 14 and will also be at Brimfield Auction 
Acres through the weekend, where she is a dealer for the summer show 


there. 


antiques market and includes local 
places of interest was an added bo- 
nus,” Skowrya said. 

Previously, Freeman worked 
as a school psychologist until her 
retirement six years ago. She and 
her husband Bill owned and oper- 
ated a successful bed and breakfast 
for 10 years, she said. 

“But, many years earlier in the 


1980s I began coming to the an- 
tique shows in Brimfield. Bill and I 
set up at Brimfield Auction Acres, 
Kate and Rusty Corriveau’s field, 
for all three shows,” Freeman said. 

“My experiences and obses- 
sion with Brimfield inspired me to 
write this book.” 
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BAYLEE 

This Golden Retriever belongs to Monson native 
Bink Schneider (Monson High Class of 1960), now of 
Annapolis, Md. “I sure miss Monson — what a great 
town,” Bink says. About how Baylee got his name: 
“When we picked him out of a litter, he licked us 
all over and since he was such a good ‘Liquor,’ we 
named him ‘Bailey,’ but respelled it since we live on 
the Chesapeake Bay (lee refers to the leeward side of 
a Sailboat, opposite the starboard side.)” 

Do you have a pet that makes your life special 
(not limited to dogs and cats)? We feature your pets 
every week here and on Facebook. Just email a 
high-quality jpg and some information, including your 
pet’s name, your name and town, to mharrison@ 
turley.com. 


The good news: Free concert #4 
by ‘Bad News July 18 
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Palmer weighing options 
for $3.6M in ARPA funds 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER -— Town officials are con- 
sidering their options for how to use 
over $3 million in federal aid aimed 
at helping municipalities recover from 
losses tied o the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The American Rescue Plan Act, 
which was signed into law on March 
11, includes $3,656,000 to the Town of 
Palmer. 

Eligible expenses with the ARPA 
funding includes responding to the pub- 
lic health emergency, otherwise known 
as the pandemic, revenue replacement, 
investments in water, sewer and broad- 
band infrastructure and more. Palmer 
Town Manager Ryan McNutt said he 
and other town officials are still evalu- 
ating the rules that are being put out by 
the U.S. Treasury Department before 
they make any decisions on what to do 
with the money. 

“It’s a lot of information to read 
and evaluate, but we have a basic un- 
derstanding of the eligible uses of the 
funds,” McNutt said. 

“T’ve talked about it briefly with 
the town council, but we’ve made no 
determinations on what we plan to do 
with the money. Some of our focus will 
be on infrastructure improvements, 
such as adding more people onto the 


water and sewer infrastructure and fund 
revenue replacement. Any revenue that 
the town lost in (fiscal year) 2020 and 
(fiscal year) ’21, we are able to do a 
calculation that the treasury department 
gave us, we can use that we can use the 
funds from ARPA to fill those gaps in 
our revenue.” 

McNutt also said these funds are 
very welcoming and appreciated. 

“T think folks know that we have 
some deferred maintenance in town,” 
McNutt said. 

“There have been some things that 
we’ve put off strategically, so having 
access to these funds will definitely 
help us achieve those things. It’s very 
welcoming for any city or town to get a 
couple million dollars that you weren’t 
sure was ever going to materialize.” 

Residents with any questions about 
the funds from ARPA are welcome to 
reach out to McNutt. “They are more 
than welcome to reach out to the office 
I can’t say that it’s going to be an eligi- 
ble use of the funds,’ McNutt said. 

“Based on the guidelines we’ve re- 
ceived from the treasury as of now, we 
could certainly begin to evaluate some 
issues.” 

To get in touch with McNutt, call 
413-283-2645 or email rmcnutt@town- 
ofpalmer.com. 
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THREE RIVERS - Everyone is in- 
vited to an evening of music, food, and 
fun at Pulaski Park Pavilion on July 18. 

Jeff Gavioli, Bad News Jazz and 
Blues Orchestra, and vocalist Cindy 
Redd will be performing classic swing 
and other hits from Glenn Miller, Count 
Basie, Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, 
Frank Sinatra, Bruno Mars and more. It’s 
a celebration of the first in-person event 
by the Palmer Historical Cultural Center 
since the pandemic began. The concert is 
presented in partnership with the Palmer 
Cultural Council. 

Admission is free, though donations 
will be appreciated. Food and beverages 
will be available for purchase at the Pu- 
laski Park Kitchen and Bar. 
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“Tt’s an open community event and 
I think the selection of the band, which 
has a wide range of genres of music se- 
lections will make this event good,” Rob- 
ert Haveles, president of the PHCC, said. 

“This will be an opportunity to bring 
the community together, enjoy some 
food and share their excitement of being 
together,” Haveles said. “I think they will 
hit the right chord with a lot of people.” 

Pulaski Park is located at 40 
Belchertown St., Three Rivers. 

To preregister for admission, visit 
the PHCC’s website at palmerhcc.org. 
For questions or more information on 
what the cultural center is putting togeth- 
er this year, call 413-289-9295 or send 
an email to palmerhcc @ gmail.com. 
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Post 130 Adj. Theresa Hayden (left) and Korean War veteran Bob Comier at Rocky’s 
Ace Hardware, where they distributed American Flag pins. 


Promoting 
Patriotism 


PALMER — Members 
of Palmer Post 130 were at 
Rocky’s Ace Hardware pro- 
moting Americanism with 
Flag Lapel Pins on a recent 
weekend. Donations _re- 
ceived will be used to ben- 
efit the children and veteran 
programs in Palmer. Post 
130 thanks Rocky’s Ace 
Hardware for supporting 
the American Legion by al- 
lowing members to use the 
space, as well as all who do- 
nated. 


Koream 
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War veteran Bob Comier is flanked by 


Post 130 Adj. Theresa Hayden (left) and Post 130 
1st Vice Chair Carlos Huertas at Rocky’s Ace 
Hardware. 


BRIMFIELD 


there is a bit of a misconception as to 
the scheduling of the meetings. We try 
to stay on an every two-week schedule. 
Due to COVID restrictions being altered, 
the town meeting and the election were 
set as best as we could under changing 
times. Elections then fell on the same 
day as our regularly scheduled BOS 
meeting (June 22). 

At first, we rescheduled to June 22, 
but then thought better of that should the 
results of the elections not be certified 
within 24 hours. The sitting board re- 
scheduled the meeting for the week after 
the election (June 28, 2021) to allow am- 


from page 1 


a sitting member to have a meeting the 
Thursday after the election (June 24) but 
this was not by directive of the Chair 
(who was out of the country) or the Vice 
Chair sitting at the time. I alluded to this 
in the short statement made at the Pub- 
lic access portion of the meeting. There- 
fore, the meeting on June 28 was indeed 
scheduled ahead of time and done so to 
allow the quick reorganization based on 
the elections the week before. After the 
July 6 meeting, we will be back on an 
every two-week schedule.” 

McCarthy also said going forward, 
he’s optimistic the town’s business will 
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Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
edin writing at: Journal Register, 


ple time to settle any election results and 
to get the reorganization meeting set for 
the week after the elections (as per prec- 
edent for at least the last six years) There 
was an attempt by the new members and 


past two meetings. 

“As a select board member, I hope 
some of these issues straighten them- 
selves out,” he said. 
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to arrange things in a certain way to push people into a 
certain decision.” 

In conclusion, Jalbert said he hopes residents reach 
out to the MassDEP with their concerns and let state 
officials know they trust the town’s water and sewer 
commission to manage their system. 

To learn more about the regulations, visit mass. gov. 
The public comment period ends July 26. Comments 
can be emailed to dep.talks@mass.gov. Type “WMA 
Regulations I’ in the subject line. 


from page 1 


EASY 


L_» NhVCIL Wy 
VAT | wu REACH 


The Journal Register 
has changed its firm 
deadline for public 
submissions to 
Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that 
week’s edition, email 
Editor at mharrison@ 


413.283.8393 
Fax: 413.283.7107 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


turley.com or call the EMAIL 
office at 413-283-8393 Advertising Sales 
by noon on Mondays. 413.283.8393 
We appreciate the 

cooperation of our _— Editor 
readers. Michael Harrison 


mharrison@turley.com 


Staff Writer 
Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Subscriptions 
cgriswold@turley.com 


$35 per year pre-paid 
($40 out of state) 
Newsstand: $1.00 per copy 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Journal 
Register 


WEB 
www. journalregister.turley.com 


Ei @ The Journal Register 


The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Christmas in July 
crafts fair benefits 
local causes 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - Residents itching to get out of the 
house for some fun while supporting a good cause 
are welcome to attend the Christmas in July Craft 
Fair on July 24. 

Founder of Hugs from Monson Kristine Duval 
said this craft fair, which will take place at the West- 
view Creamery, is an event residents do not want to 
miss. 

“We have built friendships over social media 
throughout the preparation process of this drive and I 
am looking forward to truly meeting everyone final- 
ly,’ Duval said. “There will also be some non-profit 
organizations set up such as M.A.V.E. and my group, 
the Monson Lions. Westview has also booked some 
other events that day, to turn it into a fantastic family 
day. People can look forward to music, the Monson 
Police’s K9 demonstration as well as the goats, deli- 
cious ice cream and Sally the Sheep.” 

M.A.V.E. is Monson Against Violence Every- 
where, a non-profit organization advocating against 
sexual and domestic violence. 

Fellow collaborator of the craft fair MaryAnn 
Fabrycki said the intention of this upcoming event 
is to raise money for Christmas baskets intended for 
senior citizens in Monson. 

“People tend to forget that there are still needy 
families out there, as well as the elderly,’ Fabrycki 
said. 

“The proceeds are going to go directly to the se- 
nior citizens to fill their Christmas basket. We also 
appreciate the Fosters for allowing us to have part of 
their hayfield. Because of this, we can have two rows 
of 25 vendors, which is awesome.” 

Fabrycki said it’s an opportunity for families to 
enjoy some time together while helping their com- 
munity. 

“We are looking forward to the community com- 
ing out and having a family fun day,” Fabrycki said. 

“It’s going to serve two purposes: Everybody 
has been stuck in the house, because of COVID, so 
all visitors are going to come out, have a fun day 
and support their community. Another aspect of this 
event is that it gives residents a chance to support 
local merchants, which is awesome. All residents are 
going to notice that there is so much out there in the 
community. We tend to forget that it’s easy to go to 
Walmart, but there’s a lot out here and I couldn’t be- 
lieve it myself.” 

The craft fair will take place at Westview Cream- 
ery, 109 E Hill Road, Monson, and will begin at 11 
a.m. To stay updated on the details of the event and to 
contact the organizers, visit the Hugs from Monson 
Facebook page (helpinghandsmonson) or call Duval 
at 413-896-3962 or Fabrycki at 413-627-0183. 


FOR RENT 
Quabbin Estates 


4] Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for our wait list. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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New book focus on 5 from Monson who died in Vietnam 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


MONSON — Inspired to 
share the stories of Monson res- 
idents killed in Vietnam while 
serving with the U.S. military, 
author Charles “Chuck” Nothe, 
a Monson native and Vietnam 
war veteran, has released his 
newest book “Five Names on a 
Granite Slab.” 

The title documents the 
number of town residents who 
fought and died in the war that 
dominated the late 1960s and 
didn’t end until 1975. 

“To anyone who sees the 
Monson’ Vietnam memori- 
al, those five names are just 
names,” Nothe said. “I thought 
the world should know who 
these heroes from Monson were 
and the life they had.” 

The nonfiction book is 
“filled with documents from 
the DOD, maps, pictures, after 
action reports, and the telling of 
the battles they fought by those 
who were there,” and allows the 
reader to really “get to know 
who these Monson men were,’ 
according to a press statement. 

Through meticulous — re- 
search and testimonials from 
friends, family, and service 


members who knew these sol- 
diers, Nothe was able to piece 
together their lives. And Nothe 
personally knew four of the five 
men. 

A book signing event will 
be held 11 am.-1 p.m. Satur- 
day, July 24, on the patio of the 
Monson Free Library. Nothe 
has donated 40 books to be sold 
at $25 each and said the event is 
a way for him to give back to his 
home town. 

“You can leave Monson, 
but Monson never leaves you,” 
he said. 

Cash and check will be ac- 
cepted as payment for the books; 
100% of the proceeds from the 
event will go to the Monson 
Free Library. “Five Names on 
a Granite Slab” is available in 
Kindle and paperback versions 
on Amazon under the author’s 
name, Charles Nothe. 


Tour of duty 

Nothe grew up in Monson 
and attended local schools. In 
10th grade, he received a schol- 
arship to the old Monson Acad- 
emy and his last two years of 
high school were spent there as 
a day student. Now retired and 
living in central Florida, Nothe 
served for four years. 
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Courtesy photo 
Monson native and Vietnam war 
veteran Charles Nothe will ap- 
pear at a book signing for ““Five 
Names on a Granite Slab” July 
24 at the Monson Free Library. 


“Like most men _ bom 
around the time I was, I was 
drafted into the military when I 
turned nineteen,” he said. 

“Rather than spend two 
years in the Army, I enlisted in 
the U.S. Air Force for four years 
serving from 1966 to 1970,” 
Nothe said. 


“Now they call them ‘de- 
ployments,’ but when I served, 
they were called ‘tours. I 
served a tour in Korea and a tour 
in Vietnam.” 

Each year at the Monson 
Summerfest, Nothe said he has 
tried to reconnect with family, 
friends, and classmates that he 
had not seen over the years. 

“Naturally, I would stop to 
see the Vietnam Memorial in 
front of the Town Hall. Of those 
five names, I knew four of them, 
and I was a cousin of Michael 
Jack.” 

Ken Berube was older than 
Nothe by four years. 

“T remember him from the 
working at the old Brown’s 
Drug Store,” Nothe said. 

Michael Jack was Nothe’s 
older cousin, and Michael Scan- 
lon was a friend and classmate 
at Monson Academy. Peter 
Nash was the brother of Nothe’s 
friend Richard Nash. 

“Peter went to school with 
my brother Jim,” he said. “Only 
Alan Berry was unknown to me. 
And of course, one name was 
omitted from the monument, a 
man with deep roots in Monson 
and who enlisted from Monson, 
Carl Rattee.” 

Nothe 


said he thought 


about writing the book for a 
couple of years, but began se- 
riously reaching out to family 
and friends of each of the Mon- 
son men who wrote about to 
get their stories. Overall, it took 
about nine months of research 
to get the stories told and anoth- 
er few months to get the book 
published. 

“IT was amazed at the in- 
formation I was able to get,” he 
said. 

“T have the last words of 
Ken Berube, a testimonial from 
the medic who was the first to 
find Peter Nash, a testimonial of 
the man who recovered Michael 
Jack’s body, and a testimonial 
from the medic who was with 
Carl Rattee when he died.” 

This is Nothe’s ninth book, 
including another nonfiction 
book, “Have No fear It’s Only A 
Year,” and seven historical fic- 
tion books about ancient Rome. 

“It is my hope that these 
Monson heroes are never for- 
gotten,’ Nothe said. 

“For years to come, anyone 
can go to the library to discover 
who these Monson heroes were. 
With this story, they will not 
be just five names on a granite 
slab.” 


Gobi amendment reimburses 
lost funds to MassWildlife 


BOSTON- Senator Anne Gobi 
(D-Spencer), co-chair of the Massachu- 
setts Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus 
and past Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Environment, Natural Resources, and 
Agriculture, fought successfully for the 
inclusion of an amendment to the FY22 
state budget aimed at addressing lost rev- 
enue that the state is failing to reimburse 
to the Massachusetts Division of Fish 
and Wildlife. 

The bipartisan amendment targets 
the nearly $1 million a year the agency 
forfeits each year by providing free hunt- 
ing and fishing licenses to residents over 
age 70 not currently being reimbursed by 
the state and ensures that these funds are 
appropriated annually from the General 
Fund. 

“Offering free licenses to those over 
a certain age is the right thing to do, es- 
pecially now when we want people to 
enjoy the outdoors,” Gobi said. 

“Our sportsmen and women play a 
critical role in conservation, and the fees 
from licenses make sure that land is set 
aside for all types of outdoor recreation. 
Reimbursing the lost revenue is also the 
right thing to do, and I am proud that our 
body recognized and prioritized these 
important agencies in this budget.” 

Emily Myron, policy manager at 
The Nature Conservancy in Massachu- 
setts, said, “The work of MassWildlife 
benefits all residents of Massachusetts. 
It conserves and manages lands that 
provide habitat for our most imperiled 
and iconic species, recreational oppor- 
tunities, and clean air, water and carbon 


Support the local 
businesses that 


sequestration, as well as hosts education- 
al programs that inspire residents of all 
ages. The impacts of climate change and 
the pandemic have made this work even 
more essential. We are grateful to the 
legislature for recognizing MassWild- 
life’s important role and for working to 
close its funding gap.” 

The Massachusetts Division of 
Fish and Wildlife provides free fishing 
and hunting licenses to residents over 
70 years of age, but is not reimbursed 
for this loss in revenue. As a result, the 
agency is losing approximately $1 mil- 
lion per year, and that loss is expected to 
increase as the over 70 population con- 
tinues to grow. At the same time, Mass- 
Wildlife is reimbursed each year by the 
state to offset losses associated with dis- 
counted fishing and hunting licenses of- 
fered to people ages 65-69. 

This amendment addresses this in- 
consistency while simultaneously rais- 
ing desperately-needed dedicated funds 
for this important agency, tasked with 
overseeing sportsmen and women’s ac- 
tivities while conserving and restoring 
critical habitat. 

In addition to this the conference 
committee report saw the inclusion of 
$1million for the Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program, a signif- 
icant boost for MassWildlife that will 
enable them to continue their work on 
behalf of Commonwealth residents. 

For more information on the amend- 
ment or budget process, contact Gobi’s 
office at Anne.Gobi @ MASenate. gov. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 


support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Journal 
Register 


TARRY BPO 


more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


WE ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 


) Brookfield Orchards 


12 Lincoln Road, North Brookfield, MA 01535 


Follow signs from Rts. 9, 31, 67 or 148 


FLEA MARKET 


Saturday, July 24, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Specialties 


Stop Osteoporosis 
Rehabilitate Injuries 
Injury Prevention 
Geriatric Rejuvenation 
Weight Loss 
Strength Training 
Flexibility 
Metabolic Restructuring 


30 years of experience and thousands of clients 
have benefited from Dave’s Fitness Expertise. 
Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Washington DC 
and now here in Western Massachusetts. 

If your goal is to improve your fitness, 
build muscle, lose weight, or improve 
athletic abilities, he is your ANSWER! 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY - ACT TODAY! 
CALL: 413-289-1556 


Look for more 
information and testimonials at 
www.thelordsofdiscipline.com 


Why Hire A Trainer? 


Motivation 
Variety 
Commitment 


Assurance 
Knowledge 
Time Efficient 


Will come to your home or you can go to his 
NEW EXPANDED PRIVATE gym located in Palmer. 


Set-up begins between 
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
To get your spot and 
unload your items only. 
Rental spaces in our parking lot are 
$20.00 to be paid upon arrival. 
You MUST bring your own tables 
and pick up any trash 
before you leave the property. 


Minuteman Kettle Corn 
will be here with their delicious 
popcorn and famous lemonades! 


Hardwick Winery 


Our grill will be 
serving hot dogs all day! 
Call us with any questions you may 
have and ask to speak with Diana. 


_£| Visit Us On Facebook * 508.867.6858 + 877.622.7555 (0) 
www.browsethebrookfields.com « www.brookfieldorchardsonline.com 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


MONSON - Parents with a com- 
plicated work schedule are in luck. The 
Monson Public Schools Before and Af- 
ter School Care Program is returning 
for this upcoming school year. 

This program, designed for stu- 
dents, grades one through six, takes 
in students in the morning and early 
evening. MPS Communications and 
Programs Administrator Brie Johnston 
said there are a lot of benefits for par- 
ents who sign their children up for the 
program. 

“It’s a really helpful program,” 
Johnston said. 

“Kids can get homework help in 
the afternoon, snacks and playtime. 
Overall, it is a safe environment within 
the school building, where parents can 
rest assure and know that their kids are 
being cared for.” 

Johnston said this program was de- 
veloped after the YMCA announced it 
was no longer offering services in the 
district. 

“We needed to scramble and we 


did,” Johnston said. 


Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


By AC 


Auto 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


( Approved 
Auto Repair 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
) ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles * Snow Tire Changeover 


GO & 


Sales & Service 


Registration underway for 
before and after-school program 


“A lot of these families were count- 
ing on this kind of care, so parents can 
work. It is important to them and it is 
important to us to have a safe place, 
where their kids could be not just hang- 
ing around in the hallways waiting for 
their parents to be done with work.” 

Registration is underway and ac- 
ceptance is on a first-come basis, due to 
limited staffing. 

“We don’t want to bite off more 
than we can chew,’ Johnston said 

“We do have more space this year, 
which is wonderful, so if we do get ex- 
tra students who are signed up, we can 
accommodate them. We only treat the 
registration process as a first-come- 
first-serve basis early in the season, be- 
cause we want to make sure we can get 
the staffing in place.” 

Johnston said even though state 
protocols put in place during the 
COVID-19 pandemic are being lifted, 
the staff will still put them into consid- 
eration during the hours of the program. 

For more information on this pro- 
gram and to register a student, visit 
monsonschools.com. 
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71 EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 7/30/21 T 
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WHEEL , 
ALIGNMENT CHECK 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
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July is ‘National 
Sandwich Generation 
Month’ 


ome ask, “What’s the sandwich genera- 
S tion?” Others won- 

der, “Is it a single 
sandwich, a double-decker 
or a triple-decker?” 

“The Sandwich Gen- 
eration” is a term referring 
to a generation of adults 
who are “sandwiched” be- 
tween assisting their aging 
parents and raising their 
young children. About 
41% of middle-age adults 
are assisting a parent over 
65, and are also caring for children at home. 
These adults are in “double-decker” category. 

Grandparents helping to raise grandkids 
are “sandwiched” in the triple-decker range. 

While some of us swathed our favorite 
New England-based Fluffernutter sandwiches, 
mid-life moments arrived! 

“Wasn’t it yesterday when our door han- 
dles were smudged with tell-tale trails?” 

Suddenly childhood huffed and puffed, 
and wistfully landed as exuberant youth in full- 
blown adolescence. Then came college years 
when their favorite sandwiches were tucked 
into duffle bags with as much love as their bed- 
time prayers. 

After slinging sandwiches for three gener- 
ations — at three different times — could inter- 
esting sandwiches still be made? When Mother 
Hen’s chicks flew out in different directions, 
would sandwiches still be slipped into back- 
packs and suitcases? 

Yes. 

Just before a widower, my dear father-in- 
law came to live with us; Mother Hen received 
a colorful invitation: “Sandwich Generation 
Seminar” held at a nearby city hospital. 

“Maybe theyll have NEW, nutritious 
sandwich ideas!” One phone call reserved my 
seat. 

Squeezing in the middle of the last two 
rows, I conspicuously slid into an empty seat. 
Reaching into my purse, snatching a pen, grab- 
bing recipe note cards, and perching forward 
— I was so-o-o ready! 

“Welcome to tonight’s session on dealing 
with the Sandwich Generations” announced 
the tall, slender, beige-suited, blond hostess. 

“Our guest speaker has her license in so- 
cial work and is a psychotherapist. While rais- 
ing her family, she’s worked as a counselor for 
over 20 years.” 

The gorgeous, dark-haired guest speak- 
er glided to the podium. Her jovial, sparkling 
countenance and twinkling dark eyes matched 
her dynamic, dual-career roles. 

Excitedly I blurted, “She must have lots of 
sandwiches for her family — even with a full- 
time job!” 

Wide-eyed looks struck from the left. 
Arched eyebrows from the right. Quick turn- 
around gasps from in front. Taps on the shoul- 
der from the rear. “S-S-S-h-h-h-h-!” 

Within milliseconds I learned that the eve- 
ning’s session wasn’t about the latest recipes 
for sandwich makers. 

Instead, the seminar’s topic, “Thriving 
through Transitions,’ was how to handle com- 
plicated situations when you’re an adult with 
aging parents or relatives, and when you still 
have children in the nest, and/or when there are 
grandchildren or youngsters to care for. 

Lessons learned. As life and family times 
happened, there were many wonder-filled years 
when the empty nest overflowed, and the car- 
ing “fillings” for simple, nutritious living hap- 
pened in our own, unique, triple-decker “Sand- 
wich Generation.” 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


When should I 
claim my survivor 
benefit? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: My wife passed away in 2014. 
I’m 60-years-old and have been retired since Au- 
gust 2020. I know I’m entitled to survivor benefits, 
but my question relates to when to file for them. To 
say the information online is confusing is an under- 
statement. Some background. My wife was born in 
1960, and would have turned 62 next year. I was 
born in 1960, and turned 60 this past April. I do 
not plan on taking my Social Security until age 67 
(I could wait until age 70 if it is more beneficial). I 
have not remarried. When should I file for survivor 
benefits to maximize the benefit? Signed: Surviv- 
ing Husband 

Dear Surviving Husband: Survivor ben- 
efits reach maximum when you reach your full 
retirement age (67), but you can claim a reduced 
survivor benefit as early as age 60. The amount 
of your survivor benefit will be determined by a) 
the benefit your wife had earned up to the month 
she passed, and b) your age when you claim the 
survivor benefit. At age 67 you would get 100% 
of the amount your wife was entitled to when she 
passed; if you claim at age 60 you would only get 
71.5% of the benefit amount your wife had earned 
up to her death. The reduction may, or may not be, 
acceptable to you depending on your personal cir- 
cumstances. 
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Troubles with tomatoes 


homegrown tomato just yet. Cab- 
bage, kale and broccoli yes, but no 
tomatoes. Not to discourage my 12-year- 
old’s new found affinity for this fruit, 
I bought a vine of three from the store 
and promptly placed it on my window- 


| fox been blessed with a ripe 


are used to our varying New England 
temperatures. Since we did experience 
some chilly nights off and on in June, 
and even the first days of July, I will be 
curious to see if we have this situation 
brewing in my garden. 

Fruit cracking around the stem, ei- 


sill. Within a day or two one 
showed an impressive crack. 
I chuckled a bit, thinking that 
wherever these tomatoes were 
grown, they too must have been 
part of the recent deluge of 
rain we’ve been experiencing. 
Enough rain to stretch the skin 
and cause it to burst. No better 
time than the present to share wet 
with you the maladies that you 
may experience once your own 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


ther in rings or radiating down- 
ward is caused by overwater- 
ing; recently we may blame 
8 Mother Nature. Keep in mind 
that most veggies require about 
an inch or rain per week. Adjust 
your irrigation so that you ar- 
en’t providing too much water. 
As mentioned above, mulches 
do well to moderate soil mois- 
ture; if you mulch, you can wa- 


fruit begins to ripen! 

Blossom end rot occurs when there 
is trouble with calcium absorption, and is 
characterized by leathery brown or black 
spots on the bottom of the fruit. Usually 
it is seen on the first few developing to- 
matoes. The plan of action for this year 
would be to regulate your watering, since 
calcium assimilation can get botched up 
when plants suffer from drought. Apply- 
ing a layer of mulch will help to encour- 
age the deep rooting that is essential for 
nutrient transmission. If by chance you 
are growing a new variety of tomato and 
are experiencing blossom end rot for the 
first time, consider switching to another 
variety; some are more susceptible to it 
than others. I have seen this in my own 
garden with certain paste types. This 
problem can also be seen on peppers and 
eggplants. A soil test may provide an- 
swers for future tomato growing. 

Another problem that is evident on 
the blossom end or bottom of the to- 
mato is called catface. Severe scarring 
or ridges are seen on the first fruits and 
very last fruits of the season, especially 
on large types. This problem is caused 
by low temperatures (60 to 65 daytime 
and 50 to 60 nighttime) that injure flow- 
er buds. Use row covers or other devices 
to protect tomato plants from cool tem- 
peratures, and experiment with varieties 
especially suited for the north, since they 


ter less often. If cracking ends 
up being a big problem for you, 
consider scouring the seed catalogs for 
varieties that are resistant to it. Juliet is 
one I am familiar with. 

Another problem many gardeners 
experience is a condition called yellow 
shoulders, in which tomatoes never rip- 
en fully on the top or stem end. This is 
usually a genetic problem, but it can be 
lessened by allowing the fruit to ripen 
slowly under the cover of surrounding 
foliage rather than out in the open. High 
organic matter content and a pH of 6.4 or 
lower is said to help with this condition. 

I hope I didn’t scare you right out of 
the garden! Sure, some of your tomatoes 
may look a little funny now and then, but 
don’t despair, most problems are easily 
remedied once you know what they are. 
And even if your love apples do have a 
few blemishes, cut away the bad part and 
use them anyway. I will be so excited 
that my daughter is finally willing to eat 
our home-grown goodness! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
ject line. 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


A Petersham resident sent an email 
recently. She said, “About two weeks ago 
before this extreme heat my daughter told 
me to put on my shoes she had something 
to show me. She had been mowing quite a 
way from the house. It was about 4 p.m. 
She had turned around and in a large bush, 
not really a tree; there were five baby saw- 
whet owls, about six inches tall. The bush 
had a lot of limb branches crossing for 
them to hide in from predators above. They 
were gorgeous and I am so pleased that I 
got to see them.” 

The northern saw-whet owl is a small 
owl about eight inches long. It lacks ear 
tufts and has a reddish brown facial disk. 
The under parts have soft blotchy, brown 
spots. Young saw-whet owls are chocolate 
brown with a conspicuous white eyebrow 
forming a broad vee over the bill. The belly 
is a tawny ochre. 

The owl’s song is a mellow whistled 
note “too, too, too” repeated in endless suc- 
cession, often 100 to 130 times per minute. 
These owls nest in a tree cavity, old wood- 
pecker hole or nest box. The female lays 
four to seven white eggs. They can be very 
tame. They are solely nocturnal and roost in 
dense evergreens in winter. They eat mice, 
voles, chipmunks, shrews, bats and insects. 
They inhabit coniferous or mixed woods. 

Nectar feeder 

The downy woodpeckers and a 
red-bellied woodpecker continue to visit 
the nectar feeder. On July 1, I had both a 
male and female downy woodpecker on the 
feeder at the same time. The male downy 
has a small red patch on the back of its 
head and the female does not. They flew off 
when the red-bellied woodpecker landed 
near the feeder. 

The hummingbirds also visit the 
feeder, but they wait for the much larger 


A saw-whet owl 


woodpeckers to leave. Sometimes they will 
swoop down on the woodpecker and quick- 
ly fly off to a perch near the feeder to wait 
their turn. 

It is wise to keep nectar feeders in a 
shady area as in extreme heat the nectar 
gets hot and could burn the hummingbirds’ 
tongues. 

Baby porcupine 

Also on July 1, I had a baby porcupine 
in my driveway drinking from a puddle. 
The youngster slowly left the puddle. 

Canada geese 

I saw a pair of Canada geese on Long 
Pond in Rutland with goslings. The young 
did not have adult plumage yet and still 
sported the solid color. A few days later, 
I saw another family of Canada geese in 
Barre along the Ware River. They were eat- 
ing grass on the bank of the river and all 
had adult plumage. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex- 
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88 @aol. 
com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. 


Letters to the Editor 


Dont miss the chance to 
comment on this vital drinking 
water issue 


The Monson Water Department is in the service of 
supplying you with safe drinking water. For 125 years, 
we have provided this essential public service success- 
fully, enabling your everyday activities, protecting pub- 
lic health, and providing essential fire protection. 

However, managing our water supply and main- 
taining infrastructure will face new challenges due to 
climate change, including potential periods of drought. 

During a significant drought event, a public water 
system’s level of preparedness can mean the difference 
between temporary inconveniences and serious health 
and environmental consequences. The Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is 
now proposing to adopt a hastily crafted Water Man- 
agement Act regulation that would allow the agency to 
enact more frequent “non-essential” (outdoor) water 
use restrictions that will not be tied to how much water 
is actually in local reservoirs, but instead on broader 
regional drought declarations. These new state man- 
dates would artificially restrict water use no matter how 
plentiful our groundwater supply is, and therefore un- 
dermine the revenues needed for regular maintenance 
and water infrastructure renewal, making your local 
system less resilient to climate change. And all ratepay- 
ers, whether they water outdoors or not, would feel the 
pressure of increased rates to compensate for the poten- 
tial declaration of more frequent water use restrictions 
each season. 

There are no two public water systems alike in the 
entire state, and of course, every water system should 
be concerned about drought and be prepared to address 
impacts. However, instead of passing these top-down, 
broad-brush regulations, the state could better protect 
public water supplies by ensuring that every water sys- 
tem has a detailed drought plan that maintains adequate 
levels of water supply, ensures high standards of water 
quality, and balances the need for infrastructure resil- 
iency upgrades while keeping this vital resource as af- 
fordable as possible. 

You can learn more about the MassDEP regula- 
tions at mass.gov/regulations/3 10-CMR-3600-massa- 
chusetts-water-resources-management-program#pro- 
posed-amendments-public-comment. 

If you are as concerned about this proposal as we 
are, please contact DEP by the July 26 public com- 
ment deadline and let them know they need to rescind 
these proposed regulations and allow water systems to 
maintain local control of and apply local expertise to 
their water supplies. Comments can be emailed to dep. 
talks@mass.gov and include “WMA Regulations” in 
the subject line. 

Craig W. Jalbert 
Superintendent 
Monson Water & Sewer Department 


The Common not meant as a 
sports venue 


Grant money has been made available to improve 
the Three Rivers Common. Suggestions are being 
sought from interested citizens. One suggestion being 
made is to add sports venues as a basketball court and 
roller blade track. 

FOLLY!!! 

The genesis of the common was an English idea 
of setting aside land from the well-to-do for use by the 
commoners. It became popular in New England. Today, 
hundreds of New England villages and towns have a 
common as the centerpiece of the town. It is usually 
used for memorial events, honoring war dead and town- 
wide events such as summer music programs. It has be- 
come a place of respite, of quiet, of repose. 

The Three Rivers Common serves these functions 
well. And yet — what about activities for the, youth, the 
active, the competitive?! 

Mere yards east of the Common is the Laviolette 
Athletic facility. It serves the youth of all ages with the 
following activities: 

A walking trail 

Exercise equipment 

Jogging trail 

Soccer field 

Field hockey field, and room for additional athletic 
endeavors such as a basketball court and a roller blade 
venue. 

So let’s keep the Common in its traditional role 
and add activities to make Laviolette Field the sports 
complex!! 

Paul Wisnewski 
Three Rivers 


Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Compost dates/times in Palmer 


The following schedule will provide dates the compost area off of Old Warren 
Road in Palmer will be opened to allow town residents to drop off grass clippings and 
leaves during spring and summer months. Place lawn debris in brown paper bags, (no 
plastic bags allowed) and do not leave bags up against the locked gate. The town asks 


that you also practice social distancing. 


Date 
Saturday, July 17, 2021 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 
Saturday, Aug. 21, 2021 
Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021 
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021 


Time 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


OLSZTA | from page 1 
not re-hired,” he said. 


Court of public opinion 

It was no secret Olszta’s job was 
in jeopardy. It was a hot topic in Brim- 
field community Facebook groups in the 
weeks leading up to the election. Some 
residents have purchased signs in sup- 
port of Olszta and at least one recall peti- 
tion is in the works. 

Last week, Olszta, a U.S. Army vet- 
eran who enlisted after high school, said 
he was retaining an attorney to fight his 
dismissal, which he contends was with- 
out cause. 

“There were multiple attorneys who 
watched the select board meeting and 
reached out to ask if they can represent 
me,” he said. 

“They violated Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Law by firing me without a hearing 
and without cause. It shows there was 
just a vendetta. They defamed me in 
public.” 

Before coming home to Brimfield 


and joining the police force, Olszta 
was a wildlife conservationist, travel- 
ing wherever needed to stage presenta- 
tions, including his stint as exotic animal 
educational director for Joe Exotic’s 
now-infamous Florida zoo. He said he’s 
returning to a career as a wildlife conser- 
vationist, at least while the legal action 
he plans winds its way through the court 
system. 

“From a young age, my parents al- 
ways taught people me to treat people 
how you want to be treated. My chief 
(Kuss) molded me into officer I became,” 
he said. 

“If you were locked up for the most 
heinous crime the day before, tomor- 
row’s a new day. You always get a fresh 
slate with me. I always try to treat peo- 
ple fairly. Are there some people I’ve 
pulled over who were locked up and did 
not want to take accountability for their 
own actions and make me out to be a bad 
guy? Of course. If my career in policing 
is over with, I know I made an impact on 
people’s lives and did everything I could 
to make sure our community was safe.” 


SLEUTHS 1 from page 1 


In the fall of 2018, Freeman’s first 
book, “The Cape Coral Caper,’ was 
published. And her career as an author? 
Well, it all began in the hot tub, she said. 

“Bill and I rent a house in Cape Cor- 
al, Florida, near Ft. Myers, for the month 
of March. The house has a lanai. In the 
middle of the lanai is a rather spectacular 
hot tub with flashing-colored lights and 
settings we still have no idea what they 
do,” Freeman said. “Every night we got 
into the hot tub with a glass of sauvignon 
blanc. On that fateful night, Bill had just 
finished reading a murder mystery and 
I asked him how he liked it, thinking I 
would read it next. He said, ‘It was OK, 
but you could probably do better.’ He 
dropped the murder-mystery gauntlet. 
From that night on, we began plotting 
and scheming together in the hot tub and 
“The Cape Coral Caper: Murder on the 
Caloosahatchee’ was born.” 

Freeman said the response to “The 
Cape Coral Caper” was overwhelming 
and motivated her to keep writing. A 
couple of months ago, her fifth murder 
mystery was released: “The New Paltz 
Town Crier: Murder on Main,” book two 
of the Northeast Mysteries. 

The books can be read in any order; 
the connecting thread between each book 
is the amateur sleuths: Ellen and Charlie. 

“They happen to be antique dealers 
in their seventies who become embroiled 
in every murder investigation,’ Freeman 
said. “They are bold and reckless and 
yes, they are very much modeled after 
Bill and me — although neither of us has 
yet to solve a murder!” 

And humor plays a big role in Free- 
man’s books. 

“Yes, murder with a lot of laughs,” 
she added. 

In the Brimfield-based book, the lo- 
cation and characters will sound very fa- 
miliar to any Brimfield residents or fans. 
Kate and Rusty Corriveau, owners of 
Brimfield Auction Acres and the Brim- 
field Winery, play a big part, the author 
said. And a popular feature of each book 
is the “Notes” section in the back, where 
Freeman lists every restaurant and point 
of interest that she mentions. 

“Readers have often told me that 
they use it as a guide to the area,” she 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to 
its business coverage polices, but we do have 
some standards folks need to understand. First, 
local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. 


Without them, there are no towns. 


We will feature coverage of local businesses 
that are new, have a major expansion, moving, 
closing, under new management or ownership, 
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have 
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can 
request that coverage through the editor, or for 
our existing advertising clients, through their ad 


representatives. 


For more information on business coverage 
for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@ 


turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


said. 

“In the Brimfield book, the Brim- 
field Show Promoters Association gave 
me permission to include their map and 
the schedule of which field opens on 
which day — a very useful piece of in- 
formation.” 

Skowrya certainly appreciates the 
references. 

“Personally, I find it intriguing when 
a book has landmarks that I know and I 
can visualize myself in that location and 
imagine the activity taking place around 
me. It brings the book to life,” she said, 
adding that book signing events help 
Hitchcock Academy fulfill its mission 
of bringing the community together and 
providing cultural, educational, and rec- 
reational enrichment. 

For Freeman, moving from psychol- 
ogy to murder mysteries was an easy 
transition. 

“T have always loved to read mur- 
der mysteries,” she said. 

“For me, they are a fun escape — 
especially during these last eighteen 
months,” she said. “As a psychologist, I 
tend to look for patterns, details, and in- 
consistencies. I am a good observer and 
listener.” 

For questions or a signed copy of the 
books, email Freeman at carolbrianfree- 
man@gmail.com. The books can also 
be purchased on Amazon in paperback 
or eBook format and can be searched by 
title. 

Freeman’s other books, which fea- 
ture the same amateur sleuths, include: 
“The Cape Coral Caper,’ “The Cape 
Coral Casa- 
nova,” “The 
Cape Coral 
Cameo,” 
“The Baron 
of  Brim- 
field?’ and 
“The New 
Paltz Town 
Crier.” 
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Proceeds from upcoming event honors 
‘Mr. Hockey's legacy 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


LUDLOW — Mr. Hockey 
may no longer be with us, but his 
legacy lives on. 

In fact, it’s growing. 

Plans are underway for the 
second annual Mr. Hockey Golf 
Tournament fundraiser, named in 
honor of the late Tony Costa of 
Ludlow. It’s scheduled for Sept. 
26 at Cold Springs Golf Course 
in Belchertown. All players high 
school age and older are invited 
to participate. 

Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Mr. Hockey founda- 
tion that helps area kids from 
financially struggling families, 
including those in Ludlow, Wil- 
braham, and Indian Orchard, par- 
ticipate in sports. Donations from 
last year’s tournament went to- 
ward scholarships, Ludlow High 
sports, and local service organi- 
zations. Some of the money was 
used to help people facing hous- 
ing insecurity. 

A legendary hockey coach, 
and athlete, Costa, aka “Mr. 
Hockey,” played semi-pro hockey 
in Worcester in the 1950s and was 
known as a tireless advocate and 
ambassador for the sport. When 
the LA Kings won their first 
Stanley Cup after the 2011-12 
season, General Manager Dean 
Lombardi, a Ludlow native, made 
sure Costa got to spend time with 
the trophy. 

Costa’s wife, Maxine, said 
youth hockey and other sports are 
more important now than ever af- 
ter more than a year of stress and 
isolation related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“This COVID thing has been 
horrible,” she said. 

“Kids haven’t had any cama- 
raderie. Sports builds character 
and teaches them how to work as 


a team. It teaches responsibility 
and is good physically, socially, 
and emotionally. Sports is some- 
thing that for every kid if they can 
do it, is the most rewarding thing 
I can think of.” 

Tournament committee Co- 
ordinator Tony Shea, said sports 
and Tony Costa are synonymous 
in this area going back to before 
World War II, albeit with a hum- 
ble beginning. 

“He started his athletic ca- 
reer caddying at Ludlow Country 
club for 25 cents a round looking 
for a nickel tip,” Shea laughed. 

“That’s the truth!” 

Talking about Costa, who 
served with the Navy in World 
War I] and launched a youth hock- 
ey program in town after leaving 
the service in 1946, makes Shea 
and others who knew him nostal- 
gic for their own glory days. 

“Tt brings back great memo- 
ries playing Ludlow youth hock- 
ey,” Shea said. 

“Tony was like an idol to me 
and many other players in Lud- 
low, Wilbraham, and Indian Or- 
chard.” 

Dave Sepanek, who chairs 
the tournament committee, which 
includes Maxine Costa (vice 
president) and Mass. Rep. Jake 
Oliveira — a lifelong Ludlow 
resident — as secretary, said Tony 
Costa was a multi-sport athlete, 
coach, and organizer. 

“Tony was a soccer player, 
football player, hockey player — 
you name it. Say someone wanted 
to start up another sports league, 
he would do it.” 

Although the committee 
considers last year’s 78 players 
a good turnout for the inaugural 
golf tournament during a pan- 
demic, Sepanek said he hopes 
participation doubles for the sec- 
ond edition. 

“I expect many more this 


Tony Costa: Worce 
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The late Antonio “Tony” Costa — aka Mr. Hockey — during his semipro 
hockey playing days. A legendary coach and beloved member of the 
community, Costa encouraged local youth to play sports and regis- 
tration is underway for a golf tournament to benefit a foundation that 


bears his name. 


year,” he said. 

“We can have up to 154 
players (at Cold Springs), but if 
registration runs over quickly ’m 
going to have a backup course.” 

Sponsors are still needed and 
those interested can call Sepanek 
at 413-244-7572 or Tony Shea 
413-284-7741. 


Want to play? 
Registration is $500 per 


foursome and includes meals. 
High school players can register 
for $75, which does not include 
a cart. It’s a shotgun-style format 
with sign-in at noon and tee off at 
1 p.m. In addition to the top three 
finishers, prizes will be awarded 
to closest to the pin and longest 
drive. To register, 

Call Cindy Machado at 413- 
210-2750, or Shea or Sepanek at 
the numbers above. 


SOCIAL SECURITY | from page 4 


First, you should be aware 
that if you claim your survivor 
benefit before your full retirement 
age (FRA) and return to work, 
you'll be subject to Social Securi- 
ty’s earnings test which limits how 
much you can earn before Social 
Security takes away some of your 
benefits. 

The earnings limit for 2021 is 
$18,960 (changes annually) and if 
that is exceeded, Social Security 
will take back benefits equal to $1 
for every $2 you are over the lim- 
it. The earnings limit applies until 
you reach your full retirement age, 
although the limit is much higher 
and the penalty less severe in the 
year you attain FRA. If your earn- 
ings prior to your FRA are high 
enough, it could disqualify you 
from receiving a survivor benefit. 
Of course, if you are not working 


and do not plan to return to work, 
the earnings test is not a concern. 

Assuming you are fully re- 
tired from working, here are some 
things to consider: 

¢ Claiming your survivor ben- 
efit now at age 60 would permit 
you to receive 71.5% of the survi- 
vor benefit for at least seven years 
(until you reach your FRA), or per- 
haps longer until you are 70. Al- 
though the survivor benefit would 
be reduced, claiming it at age 60 
would also permit you to delay tak- 
ing your own Social Security bene- 
fit until age 70 when your personal 
benefit would be 24% more than 
it will be at your FRA. The above 
would be prudent if your age 70 (or 
67) benefit amount will be higher 
than the survivor benefit you would 
be entitled to at your full retirement 
age. 


YOU’VE GOT TO BE A LITTLE 


TO WORK HERE 


AN EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 


Sanderson MacLeod in Palmer, MA, is growing and we’re seeking folks 
who want to enjoy an exciting twist in their career and are looking for 


steady employment in a unique work environment. 


If you'd like to join our team of dedicated brush experts, apply today 
even if you have no brush-making experience - we'll train you! 


FULL-TIME AND SEASONAL POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE 


Leaders | in Twisted Wire Brushes 


SANDERSON MACLEOD 


¢ If your survivor benefit at 
your FRA would be more than 
your own benefit will be at age 70, 
then it would be wisest to max- 
imize your survivor benefit. To 
maximize your survivor benefit 
you must wait until age 67 (your 
FRA) to claim it. If your full sur- 
vivor benefit will be the highest 
you can get, then maximizing it by 
waiting until your FRA to claim it 
is your smartest move. 

So, as you can see, you have 
a choice of when to claim your 
survivor benefit. If your personal 
benefit at age 70 would be higher, 
it would be wise to claim your sur- 
vivor benefit first (at age 60) and 
collect the reduced survivor benefit 
until you later switch to your own 
higher benefit. But if your survivor 
benefit at maximum would be more 
than your age 70 benefit, then wait- 


OR CALL 413-213-3443 


ing until your full retirement age of 
67 to claim your survivor benefit 
would be your best choice. 

This article is intended for in- 
formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and ac- 
credited by the National Social Se- 
curity Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administra- 
tion or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit 
AMAC’s website (amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-secu- 
rity-advisory) or email ssadvi- 
sor @amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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Local Scouts get a taste of the great outdoors 


What’s camping without a campfire? 


Members of Scouts BSA Troop 
164 and Venture Crew 164 recently 
enjoyed a week of scouting fun and 
skill development at Camp Wano- 
cksett in Dublin, N.H. 


Youth members and _ adult 


+--+. 
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Courtesy photos 


leaders enjoyed sleeping outdoors 
in platform tents, swimming and 
boating at the waterfront, and even 
climbing to the top of Mount Mo- 
nadnock right from the campsite. 
Troop 164 was honored to host a 
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Swimming and boating at the waterfront at Camp Wanocksett. 


Friendship Fire at our campsite 
early in the week and shared skits, 
songs, and fellowship with several 
other Troops. 

Scouts were active all day en- 
joying skill instruction in various 


program areas including the craft 
lodge for leatherworking and pot- 
tery, the nature den for STEM ac- 
tivities and projects, and the target 
shooting ranges for archery and ri- 
fle. Older scouts were able to spend 
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Scouts with Troop 164 and Venture Crew 164 had an opportunity to archery 


among other activities. 


their mornings taking part in a 
Challenging Outdoor Personal Ex- 
perience which included games of 
skill and teamwork, climbing and 
rappelling, and an elevated ropes 
course. 


If you would like to find out 
how you can participate in activities 
like these, please contact the Scouts 
at troop164bulldogs @ gmail.com or 
connect on facebook at facebook. 
com/Troop164Palmer. 
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All seniors, many 
local residents, 


have a lifeline at 
the CSC 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


INDIAN ORCHARD - The COVID-19 pan- 
demic seems to be receding, but the economic fallout 
remains as many area residents continue to rebuild 
their lives, including those who remain unemployed 
or re-entered the workforce with pandemic-related 
debt. 

To help fill the void, the Community Survival 
Center continues to offer a lifeline to those in need. 

Executive Director of the survival center Mary 
Cassidy said the pantry is open from Monday to 
Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

“We also begin accepting donations at 8:30 
a.m.,” Cassidy said. 

“We’re taking two containers per vehicle. The 
last time we began taking clothing and household 
items again, people were bringing a lot of items and 
we ended up having to stop taking donations. We are 
trying to limit it, but still would like to take items.” 

The survival center also has its shops open once 
a week. 

“The thrift shop is open on Thursdays and the 
fill-a-bag program is open on Tuesdays,” Cassidy 
said. 

Despite the face mask mandate being lifted by 
the state, the Community Survival Center continues 
to remain cautious while serving the public and re- 
quests that the public respect that. Social distancing 
is still required. 

“We’re allowing six people in the center at a 
time for 20-minute shopping,” Cassidy said. “In be- 
tween each set of guests, we disinfect all high-touch 
surfaces.” 

Cassidy also said the Survival Center is current- 
ly looking for volunteers and someone to fill a part- 
time staff position. 

“We had some staff leave and some volunteers 
leave, because several people caught the virus and 
decided they were done in February,” Cassidy said. 
“We want to have enough people working so we can 
have the shops open from Monday through Friday.” 

First-time recipients of the survival center must 
bring their current postmarked mail for each adult in 
the household, along with verification of household 
income, a rent receipt, a birth certificate for their 
children or a health insurance credit card. 

“This is just for the first visit,’ Cassidy said. 

“For subsequent visits, all we need is the correct 
postmark mail.” 

No appointment is needed to stop by the surviv- 
al center. All Cassidy asks is if someone is running 
late, to arrive 15 minutes before closing. 

“We’re putting bags together as they get there 
and the weight of the bags depends on how many 
people are in the household,” Cassidy said. 

The survival center assists residents of all ages 
Ludlow, Indian Orchard, Wilbraham, Hampden, Six- 
teen Acres, and parts of Pine Point. Seniors, howev- 
er, can live in any town inside of Hampden County 
and receive food and assistance. 

For more information, call 413-543-3930. The 
survival center is located at 240 Main Street in Indi- 
an Orchard. 
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Michael Mayberry slides back to first base. 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—After not coach- 
ing a baseball team for the first time 
in many years in 2020 because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Monson 
Post 241 manager Stephen Tripp is 
glad to be back in the dugout this 
summer. 

“Tt feels great to be coaching 
the Legion baseball team again,” 
said Tripp after last Tuesday’s road 
game against Ludlow Post 52 was 
suspended in the bottom of the sec- 
ond inning due to a thunderstorm. 
“You get so used to being at ball- 
games during the summertime and I 
really missed it a lot last year. I just 
love being around these kids. We’ ll 
be trying to win every game that we 


play, but I just want the players to 
have some fun.” 

Monson, who lost to Wilbra- 
ham Post 286, 14-7, in the season 
opener on June 27, had a 4-0 lead 
against Ludlow before the umpires 
halted the game. 

All of the Monson Legion 
baseball players live in either Ware, 
Palmer, or Monson. 

A couple of years ago Monson 
went from being a Plan B Legion 
team to a Plan A team. 

“Plan B draws a circle around 
your base school, and you only can 
have those players on your team. 
Because our base school is Monson 
High School, the Belchertown Le- 
gion team would’ve taken the play- 
ers from Palmer and Ware who live 
closer to Belchertown High School. 
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Chance Lee throws to first. 


We’re also on the border of Central 
Mass. and our territory is limited.,” 
Tripp said. “We went to a meeting 
with the Legion Board of Direc- 
tors two years ago and requested 
to become a Plan A team. They 


Bee 


Keith Smith pitches for Monson 
Legion 241. 


approved it and we now have the 
rights to every baseball player from 
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Murphy’s pair beat 
Agawam in summer soccer 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM — It’s hard to be- 
lieve, but the start of the fall high 
school sports season is about eight 
weeks away. 

The Monson and Agawam 
girls soccer teams are preparing 
for the upcoming season by play- 
ing in the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League. The only meeting 
of the summer league regular sea- 
son between the two squads was 
played in a downpour during the 
first half. The rain stopped at the 
beginning of the second half and 
Tennessee Murphy, who’s one 
of the returning varsity players 
for Monson, scored a pair of un- 
assisted goals giving her team a 
2-0 shutout victory at Harmon 
A. Smith Field in Agawam, last 
Thursday night. 

“We did lose a lot of seniors 
from last year’s team, and we’re 
going to be a much young young- 
er team this year,’ said Murphy, 
who’s going to be a freshman. 
“Playing in this summer league 
will help us get ready for the reg- 
ular season.” 

Monson (6-1) entered the 
road match tied for first place in 
the PVSSL A-Division standings 
with East Longmeadow North. 

Monson, who’s lone loss 
this summer came against East 
Longmeadow North, finished the 
COVID-19 shorten 2020 regular 
season with a 5-0 overall record. 

Eric Degnan, who’s the Mon- 
son girls’ varsity soccer coach, has 
been preparing for the 2021 season 
since the day after his team defeat- 
ed South Hadley, 2-1, on a frigid 
afternoon at Larry Tassinari Field 
in Monson, last November. Deg- 
nan, who isn’t allowed to coach 
the summer league team under 
MIAA rules, watched last week’s 
game in Agawam from behind the 
fence along with the parents. 

“Coach Degnan has come to 
almost all of our summer league 
games,” Murphy said. “He gets to 
watch the younger players and the 


returning varsity players play.” 

Under the new state tourna- 
ment format, which begins in the 
fall, the Monson girls’ soccer team 
will be competing in Division 5. 
Agawam, who went 7-1 last fall, 
will be competing in Division 2. 

Agawam had a 2-3-2 summer 
league record following the home 
loss. 

“T think we still have a very 
good chance of making the sum- 
mer league playoffs this year,’ 
said Agawam summer league 
coach Frank DeGeorge. “We’ve 
had a lot of players on vacation, so 
we haven’t had our whole team in 
very many games.” 

A couple of minutes into 
the opening half of the summer 
league match, Agawam starting 
goalkeeper Kayla Santucci made 
an outstanding diving save on a 
breakaway shot attempt by Mon- 
son’s Emilia Finnegan, who’s go- 
ing to be a junior. 

Santucci, who’ll also be a ju- 
nior, played the entire first half, 
while Clara Laudato, who’ll be 
a senior, was Agawam’s goalie 
during the second half. 

“T thought both of our goal- 
keepers played fantastic tonight,” 
coach DeGeorge said. “They 
made a couple of outstanding 
saves, which kept us in the game.” 

Santucci made another save 
on a shot by Murphy in the middle 
of the first half. 

With less than ten minutes re- 
maining in the first half, Agawam 
had a golden opportunity to take a 
1-0 lead. A shot attempt by Emily 
DeGeorge skipped on the wet turf 
field past Monson goalie Emily 
Provost, who made the save on the 
rebound shot. 

This past spring, DeGeorge 
was a junior on the Agawam girls’ 
lacrosse team, which lost to Long- 
meadow in in the Central/West Di- 
vision | finals. She’ll be playing 
college lacrosse at Bryant Univer- 
sity in a couple of years. 

While Agawam used two 


MURPHY I page 


BASEBALL 


Pioneers stay hot, win league title 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—1Just like in 2019, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers are the 
2021 USL League Two Northeast 
Division regular season champions. 

Unlike in 2019, the Pioneers 
players and coaches will not be 
making a five-hour bus trip to Read- 
ing Pennsylvania to play their first 
playoff match. 

The Pioneers, who finished 
atop the league standings for only 
the fifth time since they were found- 
ed in 1997, defeated Black Rock 
FC, 4-1, before a large crowd at his- 
toric Lusitano Stadium, last Friday 
night. 

“Our first goal before the start 
of the season was to qualify for the 
league playoffs. The second goal 


was to finish in first place in our 
conference, which we did tonight,” 
said Pioneer’s head coach Federi- 
co Molinari. “We have a group of 
very talented players on this year’s 
team.” 

The Pioneers, who were sched- 
uled to wrap-up the regular season 
at Seacoast United on Sunday night, 
had a 10-1-2 overall record follow- 
ing the final regular season home 
match against Black Rock. 

A total of 26 USL League Two 
teams will be competing in this 
year’s playoffs. 

The Pioneers will be hosting 
the Eastern Conference quarterfi- 
nals and semifinals at Lusitano Sta- 
dium this weekend. 

“Being able to host the play- 
offs is very special for our club and 
for the community,” Molinari said. 


“T’m excited that the playoffs will 
be played here for the first time in 
many years.” 

Two quarterfinal matches are 
scheduled to be held at Lusitano 
Stadium on Friday. The Pioneers 
will be playing in the second match 
at 7:30 pm. The two quarterfinal 
winners will face each other in 
the conference semifinals at 7pm 
on Saturday night. The playoff 
seedings were scheduled to be an- 
nounced earlier this week. 

The ticket prices for the play- 
off matches at Lusitano Stadium on 
both Friday and Saturday are $10 
per person. 

The Eastern Conference finals 
and the National semifinal matches 
are scheduled to be held the fol- 
lowing weekend. The Pioneers also 
submitted a bid to the league to host 


Nichoals Oberrauch dribbles away 
from the sideline. 


those matches if they’re still playing 
in the tournament. 

The date of the National Cham- 
pionship match is July 31 at the site 
of the highest remaining seed. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Tyshawn Rose looks to avoid an 
opponent. 


The Pioneers captured the USL 
D-3 Pro League championship title 
in 1999. They lost a heartbreaker 
to the Charlotte Eagles in a penal- 


Samir Regragui tries to avoid traffic 
in the midfield. 


ty shootout in the 2005 USL Sec- 
ond Division championship match, 
which was played before more than 
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Pole wins race at Hudson Speedway 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Joey Pole 
wasn’t going to be denied on Sun- 
day evening, July 11, at Hudson 
Speedway. The veteran Pro Stock 
competitor dominated the 100-lap 
Granite State Pro Stock Series re- 
turn to the high-banks, driving the 
No. 97 into Victory Lane for the 
second time this season. With the 
win -- Pole became the first driv- 
er to win two races in the first five 
events -- and did it in impressive 
fashion -- passing young rising star 
Casey Call for the lead early and 
never looking back. 

Pole crossed the line nearly 
seven seconds ahead of his closest 
challenger -- which at the tight New 
Hampshire oval -- is nearly half the 
track. Call, who led the first eight 


laps from the outside pole and chal- 
lenged Pole for the lead in the first 
quarter of the race, finished sec- 
ond. New series points leader Gabe 
Brown drove to a third-place finish. 


Submitted photo 
Joey Pole won the 100-lap race at Hudson Speedway on Sunday night. 


“That was unbelievable, the car 
was really good last time we were 
here and it was good, if not better 
tonight,” Pole said. “It was fun rac- 
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Blue Sox player chosen NECBL Player of the Week 


HOLYOKE — With a ton of 
rainouts during the past week re- 
sulting in very little action during 
the past week, the Valley Blue 
Sox had a bright spot after one of 
its players received the New En- 
gland Collegiate Baseball League’s 
weekly award. 

The Valley Blue Sox had an- 
other player chosen as the NECBL 
Player of the Week, and this time, 
it’s Yale’s Mason LaPlante. 

“It’s rewarding, but I think 
it speaks towards just being con- 
sistent over the course of this past 
week in my play. I don’t think any- 
one expects going into the week 
to be named Player of the Week, 
but like I said it’s rewarding.” Said 
LaPlante, who excelled at the plate 


in Week 4 of the 2021 season, se- 
curing hits in all four of his outings. 

The rising senior at Yale Uni- 
versity said that “the main thing 
that helped me this week were the 
conversations I had with Coach Hez 
and Coach Pedro, really throughout 
this entire season. Especially recog- 
nizing the type of player I am and 
what I need to do to be able to con- 
tribute to the team because that’s 
what ultimately matters: being able 
to perform at a level that I am ca- 
pable of that’s going to help us win 
ball games.” The Blue Sox have 
been putting up a fight this season, 
cruising in the top of the standings 
for a couple of weeks. LaPlante 
contributes 13 RBIs and 14 total 
hits on the season for the Blue Sox, 


with a .292 batting average. 

Moving forward, “I want to 
take every day as it is, treat every 
day like its opening day, especially 
for me not having played my col- 
legiate year.’ Said LaPlante. “I’m 
taking full advantage of the fact that 
I get to play nine innings every day, 
and try to continue being as consis- 
tent as I can be throughout the rest 
of this season. It’s a long season, 
there’s going to be a lot of ups and 
downs. If we show that we are able 
to be consistent as a team, we are 
going to end up where we want to 
be at the end of the year.’ Follow 
along with Mason and the rest of 
the Blue Sox’ season by following 
the team on social media! 
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Patnode re-takes points lead with victory 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Firecracker Night. 
It’s long been a very special day of the year at 
Monadnock Speedway. Friday’s 115-car, sev- 
en-feature card of racing and huge aerial fire- 
works display added luster to the tradition 

Modified star Todd Patnode (Swaney, NH) 
reclaimed the points lead with his second win 
of the summer, Emerson Cayer (Contoocook, 
NH) rocked the Minis, Nick Houle (Granby, 
Ma) claimed the Pure Stock Steve Zebrowski 
Pure Stock event and Nate Wenzel (Granby, Ma) 
boosted his championship title plans with his first 
Street Stock victory Saturday. 

Monadnock went rogue this year with its 
huge fireworks show, staging its own aerial act 
that wowed the huge crowd on hand for the annu- 
al biggie. Delayed by rain a week earlier, Satur- 
day’s Independence Day shout-out sent everyone 
home happy. 

And no one went home happier Saturday 
than Todd Patnode. Winless since May 22, Pat- 
node took the lead from Tyler Leary on lap 17 
Saturday and never looked back. 

Leary’s bid for three wins in a row came up 
just short, as the Hatfield, Mass. star settled for 
a strong runner-up performance. Solomon Brow 
was third in the five-caution 40-lapper. Ben By- 
rne and Aaron Fellows skated to fourth and fifth. 

Nate Wenzel entered Saturday’s Street Stock 
feature atop the points parade but still winless on 
the summer. Taking the lead from Hillary Renaud 
with a low dive through turn two on lap ten, he 
then stormed off to victory lane. 

Tim Wenzel followed his younger brother 
under the checkers, with three-time winner Chris 
Buffone third on the night. Renaud, stuck in the 
outside groove on a restart, was fifth, just behind 
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ing with Casey, and it’s so cool to be 
able to come here twice this year and 
win two of them.” 

Pole started on the outside of the 
third row, but quickly worked his way 
to the front. He passed for the second 
spot on lap eight, and drove around 
Call one lap later to the lead. The 
first 15 laps of the race were marred 
with trouble -- with Kevin Casper 
spinning in turn three early, then An- 
gelo Belsito and Mike Mitchell get- 
ting together off turn two just a few 
laps later. When Belsito and Mitchell 
tangled, Kevin Casper, Kevin Folan 
and Bobby Cabral were collected in 
the crash, all with extreme damage 
that ended their efforts for the night. 
From there, the race was clean and 
green -- amid a few sprinkles of rain. 
Pole drove away from the pack, lap- 
ping all the way up close to the top- 
five by the end of the race. Behind 
Pole, Call and Brown was Cory Casa- 
grande in fourth and Bryan Kruczek, 
driving for Bobby Webber Racing, in 
fifth spot. Pole, Belsito, David Oliver 
and Kruczek have been to Victory 
Lane in the first five races of the year. 

The second-place effort was a ca- 
reer best for Call. 

“This year it just seemed like we 
couldn’t catch a break at all, just bad 
luck every week,” Call said. “Glad to 
get the monkey off our back and get 
a good run. Joey is just too good ev- 
erywhere he goes -- I had a couple of 
times where I showed him the nose, 
and then he just took off.” 


ond 


run, 
said. 
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Rupert Thompson. 

Cam Curtis (Baltimore, VT) had put togeth- 
er a Superman string of three LMS wins earlier 
this season before returning to earth. Saturday, he 
dialed it back up to claim his fourth 2021 victory 
lap. With only one early caution to slow him, the 
Baltimore, VT teen sailed off to win ahead of Jus- 
tin Littlewood and Austin Brehio. 

With 37 Mini Stocks on hand for Saturday’s 
50-lap Battle for The Belt race, the speedway’s 
weekly competitors were facing a big test. Con- 
toocook’s Emerson Cayer, a veteran of many laps 
here, put them on notice. 

Cayer took the lead on lap 22 from home- 
track star Kevin Cormier and never looked back, 
taking the checkers ahead of fellow tour regulars 
Matt Sonnhalter and Justin Trombley. Cormier 
was strong in fourth, while four-time 2021 win- 
ner Gordon Farnum fell out of the points lead af- 
ter a disastrous 24th place night. 

The 23-car Pure Stock field soared through 
40 caution-free laps, as Nick Houle topped the 
first annual Steve Zebrowski Memorial Race, 
stuffing his pockets with lap money as he led the 
final 36 go-rounds Saturday en route to win num- 
ber three on the season. 

Kyle Robinson Newell, strong all night, 
earned the runner-up hardware, with Magic Mark 
McClay, victorious the night before at Clare- 
mont, earning his first Monadnock trophy of the 
summer in third. Points leader Chris Davis came 
home sixth in the rapid-fire event. 

The Young Guns feature? Who else, Fast 
Eddie Petruskevicius (Rutland, Ma) stormed to 
his six win of the season, taking the checkers far 
ahead of Dominick Stafford and Eddie Gomarlo. 
Like former Gunner Jake Bosse before him, the 


13-year-old hot shoe later got his feet wet in the 
Pure Stock feature. 

Justin Harris won the New England Classic 
Lites feature, his second victory here this sum- 
mer. Cody Hodgdon was second in Friday’s Lites 
25-lapper, and Jason Hodgdon came home third. 

There will be no races next Saturday, July 
17, at Monadnock Speedway, as the high-banked 
oval pauses for its annual summer break week- 
end. The speedway’s 2021 season will resume on 
Saturday, July 24. 


Monadnock Speedway July 10 Top TenS: 

NHSTRA MODIFIED 40 LAPS: Todd Pat- 
node, Tyler Leary, Solomon Brow, Ben Byrne, 
Aaron Fellows, Trevor Bleau, Matt Kimball, 
Kimmy Rivet, Cory Plummer, Brian Chapin. 

STREET STOCK: Nate Wenzel, Tim Wen- 
zel, Chris Buffone, Rupert Thompson, Hillary 
Renaud, Paul Smith, Jason Kozacka, Scott Zi- 
linski, Aaron Plemons, Nate Nunez. 

LATE MODEL SPORTSMAN: Cam Cur- 
tis, Justin Littlewood, Austin Brehio, Cole Lit- 
tlewood, Glenn Brehio, John Meany, Dan Co- 
meau, Kevin Vaudrien, Ron LaPerche, Nancy 
Muni-Ruot. 

MINI STOCK 50 LAPS (Unofficial): Em- 
erson Cayer, Matt Sonnhalter, Justin Trombley, 
Kevin Cormier, Mike Viens, Jon Fultz, Louie 
Maher, Kodi Sabins, Nick Anderson, Haydon 
Grenier. 

PURE STOCK 40 LAP: Nick Houle, Kyle 
Robinson Newell, Mark McClay, Jason LeRay, 
Nolan McClay, Chris Davis, Jimmy Zellman, JD 
Stockwell, Kyle Templeton, Matt Croteau. 

YOUNG GUN: Eddie Petruskevicius, Dom- 
inick Stafford, Eddie Gomarlo. 
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American Legion, serving as the starting 
pitcher for Monson Post 241 in their sea- 
son opener late last month. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com. 
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Brown, who entered the race sec- 
in points, takes the points lead 


by 12 over former champion Devin 
O’Connell heading for the next race. 


“We just wanted to have a good 
getting in the top three,’ Brown 
“T can’t thank all of my guys 


enough, they came down here and 
worked hard. Hopefully going into 
our favorite track in the next race will 
be our chance.” 


The Granite State Pro Stock Se- 


ries returns to racing on Saturday, July 
24, at New London-Waterford Speed- 
bowl. For more information on the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series, visit 


s.net and follow the series on so- 


cial media. 


RESULTS: Granite State Pro 
k Series at Hudson Speedway; 


Sunday, July 11, 2021: 


Joey Pole 

Casey Call 

Gabe Brown 

Cory Casagrande 
Bryan Kruczek 
Angelo Belsito 
Mike Mitchell 
Devin O’Connell 
Josh King 

Bobby Pelland II 
Alexander Pearl 
Jason Ryan 

Bobby Cabral 

Kevin Casper 

Kevin Folan 

Billy Joerres 

Tyler Tomassi (DNS) 
Bill Helliwell (DNS) 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Sr. enlisted Army 
member 

4, Payroll firm 

7. Monetary unit of 
Macao 

10. Cooking vessel 

11. Cow sound 

12. Hairpiece 

13. Spoon-shaped 
surgical instrument 

15. Mother 

16. Remove from record 

19. Foolish 

21. Mailman 

23. Unit of data size 

24. Stirred 

25. Deceptive movement 

26. We all have one 

27. Direct from pasture 
beef animal due east 

30.A person's own self 65. Born of 20. 

34. Helps little firms 22. 

35. Deep, red-brown sea CLUES DOWN 27. 
bream CLUES DOWN 

36. Tumbler 1.Small stem bearing 28. 


41.A short section of a 


45. Young woman 
(French) 

46. Wings 

47. Wine bottles 

50. Thin layers of rock 

54. Opposite to 

55. American state 

56. Uncertainty about 
something 

57. Basics 

59. Indian seaport 

60. Owed as a debt 

61. Buffer solution 

62. Unit of work or 13. 
energy 14. 

63. Soviet Socialist 17. 
Republic 

64. One point south of 18. 


musical composition 2. Female 


3. Mediterranean city 


4, Measures electric 
5. Arrived extinct 

6. Edible butterfish 

7. Causing wonder or 


8. Behaviors showing 


9. Ancient Irish 


29. Swiss river 

31. When you hope to 
get there 

32. Fall behind 

33. Expresses distaste, 
disapproval 

37. Volume containing 
several novels 

38. Less sharp 

39. Food for the poor 

40. Having made a valid 

high moral will 

standards 41. Royal estates 

42. Relating to wings 

43. Japanese three- 
stringed lute 

44. Taking something 
through force 

47. Angry 

48. Before the present 

49. Showy ornaments 

51. Norway 

52. Comedienne 
Gasteyer 

53. Consume 

58. Founder of Babism 


leaves 


Bacchanalians 


current 


astonishment 


alphabets 
Footballer Newton 
Utilize 

Sum of absolute 
errors 

Opposite of the 
beginning 

Shoe company 
Algerian port city 
Girls organization 
(abbr.) 

Type of cell (abbr.) 
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4,000 people at Lusitano Stadium. It was the last time 
that the Pioneers hosted a playoff match. 

Seven of the players listed on this year’s Pio- 
neers roster were members of the 2019 squad, which 
captured the Northeast Division title with an 11-0-3 
record. Those seven players are Federico Gutierrez, 
Maxi Viera, Guillermo Deal, Blake Mullen, Federico 
Ucar, Khalid Rose, and Connor Hicks, who’s from 
Monson. 

“Tt feels great winning back-to-back Division ti- 
tles,” said Gutierrez, who’s the Pioneers captain. “We 
do have a large group of returning players, which is 
our strength. We also have a couple of very good first- 
year players. 

One of the Pioneers newcomers is midfielder 
Ignacio Lerech, who’s looking forward to playing in 
Friday’s home playoff match. 

“We always have the advantage whenever we 
play at home,” Lerech said. “Our fans are great and 
they’re always here supporting us even in the rain. 
This is a special team.” 

Lerech, who scored 11 goals and had four assists 
in the Pioneers first 13 matches of the regular season, 
was named as the USL League Two Player of the 
Month for June. 

“It’s a special award but winning the conference 
title with these guys feels even better,’ Lerech added. 
“No matter where I play soccer in the future, a little 
piece of my heart will always be here with the Pio- 
neers.” 

Molinari is proud of Lerech for being named as 
the Player of the Month, but he quickly pointed out 
that it took a whole team effort for him to be selected 
for the award. 

“Ignacio was selected as the Player of the Month, 
but he had ten other players on the field helping him,” 
Molinari said. ““We’re a team and that’s the main rea- 
son why we’ve been so successful this year.” 

Another first-year member of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers is forward Patrick Agyemang, who’s header 
in the 57th minute gave the home team a 2-1 lead. 

“Being a member of this soccer team has been 
a great experience for me,’ Agyemang said. “We 
haven’t hosted a playoff game in a long time and 
we’re really looking forward to it.” 

The Pioneers took a 1-0 during the sixth min- 
ute when midfielder Samir Regragui received a pass 
from Rose before firing a low shot into the right 
corner of the net. 

Black Rock, who finished their season with a 
4-7-3 record, tied the score on a goal by Kelvin Mu- 
taya Mwape ten minutes later. 

It was the only goal allowed by Western Mass. 
goalie Blake Mullen, who was credited with four 
saves. 

The score remained tied until Agyemang’s 
header twelve minutes into the second half, which 
was assisted by Lerech. 

The Pioneers final two goals of the home match 
were scored by Martin Oyenard and Deal, who were 
both substitutions during the second half. 

It was also the third consecutive match that the 
Pioneers scored at least four goals. They’ Il be look- 
ing to continue that streak in the playoffs. 
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Monson, Palmer, and Ware. If we didn’t get 
moved to Plan A, we probably wouldn’t have 
enough players to field a team this year.” 

Belchertown is also a Plan A program. 

The only three returning players from 
the 2019 Monson Legion baseball team are 
Keith Smith, Dillon Slattery, and Nathan Ol- 
iveira. 

Smith and Slattery recently graduat- 
ed from Ware High School. They were key 
members of the Indians baseball team, which 
lost to Hopkins Academy in the Western 
Mass. Division 4 championship game. 

The duo will be teammates on the 
Worcester State University football team in 
the fall. 

Oliveira graduated from Palmer High 
School last month. He was a member of the 
Panthers varsity baseball team and is hoping 
to join the UMass-Boston baseball team as a 
walk-on. 

The other player from Ware is Cam 
Balacki, who was a member of the Belcher- 
town Legion senior team a couple of years 
ago. 

Nathan Ayers also lives in Ware. He 
graduated from Belchertown High School as 
a school choice student in 2020. 

Jacob Bollea, who graduated from 
Palmer High School in 2020, was the starting 
pitcher against Ludlow. 

“This is Jacob’s first year playing for 
the Legion team and he’s been a pleasant 
surprise,’ Tripp said. “He hasn’t pitched in a 
game in a few years. His older brother, Tim- 
my, played baseball for me a couple of years 
ago.” 


MURPHY | from page 7 


goalies in the summer league match, Provost, 
who’ll probably be the starting keeper for the 
junior varsity squad, played the entire match. 

The starting keeper for Monson varsity 
team could be Sam Stewart, who’s going to 
be a junior. She didn’t attend the Agawam 
game. 

In the final seconds of the first half, San- 
tucci made a save on a long free kick taken 
by Aniah Myrie, who’ll be a sophomore. 

About ten minutes into the second half, 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


The other Monson Legion players from 
Palmer High School are Dominic Allen, Tim 
Casavecchia, Chance Lee, and Michael May- 
berry. 

Jake and James Delany, who live in 
Palmer, are also school choice students at 
Belchertown High School. Jake received his 
diploma last month, while his younger broth- 
er will be a junior in the fall. 

The only player from Monson High 
School is Connor Santos, who’ll be continu- 
ing his baseball career at Nichols College in 
Dudley next year. He was the starting pitcher 
in the season opener against Wilbraham. 

Rounding out the Monson Legion roster 
are Thomas Swift, and Austin Lagimoniere, 
who were members of the Pathfinder base- 
ball team this past spring. 

“We do have some talented young play- 
ers on this year’s team,” Tripp said. “We'll be 
losing only four players.” 

Those four players are Oliveira, Bollea, 
Ayers, and Swift. 

The eleven senior Western Mass. Legion 
baseball teams were put into two zones this 
season. The top two teams in each zone will 
qualify for the District playoffs in the middle 
of July. 

Monson is a member of Zone 2, along 
with Belchertown Post 239, Aldenville Post 
337, Ludlow Post 52, and Westfield Post 124, 
which is managed by former Pathfinder var- 
sity baseball coach Don Irzyk. 

“The winner of the District playoffs 
will move onto the state tournament,’ 
Tripp said. “Westfield always has a lot of 
players and they’Il probably be the team to 
beat in our zone. Everyone else is battling 
for second place.” 


Murphy fired a shot off the left post into the 
net. However, the goal was disallowed by the 
referees because a Monson player was off- 
sides on the play. 

Murphy finally broke the ice during the 
21“ minute of the second half by lofting a 
shot into the right corner. 

During the next 10 minutes, the duo of 
Finnegan and Murphy had a couple of shots 
saved by Laudato. 

With less than two minutes remaining 
in regulation, Murphy netted her second goal 
with a low shot into the left corner of the net. 


Register now for W. Springfield golf tournament fundraiser 


Due to the economic strug- 
gles of the pandemic, one in five 
households in Massachusetts 
with children is suffering from 
food insecurity. Feed the Kids 
is hoping to change that with its 
fourth annual charity golf tour- 
nament scheduled for Monday, 
Aug. 9, at the Springfield Coun- 
try Club, 1375 Elm Street, West 
Springfield. 

There will also be an on- 
line auction that opens July 26 
and runs until Aug 9. Proceeds 
from the events will go to orga- 
nizations in the area working to 
ensure children do not go hungry 
including Pioneer Valley Pow- 
erpacks, No Kid Hungry, and 
Square One. 

“This tournament will give 
individuals and businesses the 
opportunity to participate in help- 
ing children across our region,” 


said Dr. Frederick Kadushin, co- 
chair of Feed the Kids. 

“You can register for a won- 
derful round of golf, become a 
sponsor, submit a donation or 
you can participate in our online 
auction, which will be open for 
two weeks before the event. All 
the money raised will go towards 
four incredibly beneficial organi- 
zations.” 

No Kid Hungry is a nation- 
al organization that raises funds 
to support school breakfast pro- 
grams, summer meals, after 
school meals and more for chil- 
dren throughout the country. The 
HPS Weekend Backpack Pro- 
gram and Pioneer Valley Pow- 
erpacks distribute bags of nutri- 
tious and easy-to-prepare meals 
to children at the end of each 
week that they can enjoy over the 
weekend. Square One provides a 


range of family-friendly educa- 
tional opportunities and support 
services. 

“The past three tournaments 
have raised more than $124,000 
for Holyoke School Backpack 
Program, Pioneer Valley Power- 
packs and No Kid Hungry and 
we are excited to be able to help 
support Square One this year as 
well,” Kadushin said. 

“We are grateful to those 
who have already stepped up as 
sponsors including AAA North- 
east, Peoples Bank, Westfield 
Bank, Schwartz and _ Fentin, 
Aaron Posnik, Meyer Borthers 
Kalicka, Eden Rafferty, Robert 
Suprenant and Luke Heger. Op- 
portunities for sponsorships are 
still available.” 

Check-in for the scramble 
format Feed the Kids Charity 
Golf Tournament on Aug. 9 will 


begin at 9 a.m., with a shotgun 
start at 11 a.m. The fee is $165 
per golfer or $660 for a foursome, 
which includes greens fees, driv- 
ing range, cart use, lunch, cock- 
tail hour, dinner and a gift bag. 
There will also be prizes, a raf- 
fle and an online auction, which 
opens on July 26. 

To make a cash donation, 
donate an item for the raffle or 
auction, learn more about spon- 
sorship opportunities or register 
to golf or for the dinner, visit 
feedthekidsgolf.com. 


About Feed the Kids 
Feed the Kids is a local non- 
profit group consisting of vol- 
unteers throughout the Pioneer 
Valley who are committed to en- 
suring that children in the region 
don’t go hungry. 


DEATH NOTICES 


Lorrie A. Baird (Norton), 65 
Died: July 7, 2021 

Funeral Mass: 

Noon July 17 at 

St. Christopher's Church, 
Brimfield 


date 


Walter G. Nowak, 58 
Died: July 9, 2021 
Services: 3 p.m. July 18 at 
Beers and Story Palmer 
Funeral Home 


John A. Clark, 68 
Died: May 15, 2020 
Memorial Mass: 11 a.m. 
July 24 at 

Divine Mercy Parish 


Barbara Jean Cogburn 
(Cantwell), 89 

Died: July 9, 2021 

Services to be held at a later 


July 15, 2021 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


obituaries. 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Lorrie A. (Norton) Baird, 65 


THREE RIVERS — Lorrie 
A. (Norton) Baird, 65, passed 
away on July 7, 2021, at home 
with the love of her family sur- 
rounding her. 

Born Oct. 10, 1955, in 
Southbridge, she was the daugh- 
ter of Donald B. and Lorraine O. 
(Gregoire) Norton. 

For 50 years, Lorrie has 
lived in Three Rivers, previous- 
ly residing in Brimfield. Lorrie 
enjoyed spending time watch- 
ing her favorite television game 
and veterinarian shows. In her 
leisure, she loved caring for her 
cats and enjoyed scratching lot- 
tery tickets. 

She was a very social person 
and loved getting together with 
her family and friends. In 2013, 


Lorrie’s husband of 44 
years, Terry L. Baird, 
passed away. Her love 
will forever remain 
with her children, Lisa 
Norton-Baird and Mi- 
chael Voisine of Three 
Rivers, Jesse Baird and 
Jennifer Fielding of 
Three Rivers, and Am- 
ber Baird and Chris 
Ellsworth of Monson along with 
siblings, Jackie Marchand and 
her husband Alan of Brimfield 
and Julie Smith of Warren. She 
also leaves her dear grandchil- 
dren, Justin Beauregard, Hunter 
Baird, Devin Lewis, Eli Lund- 
quist, great-grandson Raleigh as 
well as many nieces, nephews 
and her many adopted children. 


Visitation will be 
held at Beers & Story 
Palmer Funeral Home 
from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. on Saturday, July 
17, followed by a Fu- 
neral Mass at noon 
at St. Christopher’s 
Church in Brimfield. 
Burial will be at the 
convenience of the 
family. 

At the family’s request, 
please make donations in her 
memory to Baystate Hospice,30 
Capital Dr., W. Springfield, MA 
01089 or to the Catholic Wom- 
en’s Club of St. Christopher’s 
Church in Brimfield. 


John A. Clark “Johnny, JC” 68 


John A. Clark “Johnny, JC,” 
passed away on May 15, 2020. Now 
that COVID restrictions are finally lift- 
ed John’s family invites you to attend a 
Memorial Mass on Saturday, July 24, 
in his memory at Divine Mercy Parish 
in Three Rivers at 11 a.m. Immediately 
following the Mass a Celebration of Life 
will be held at Pulaski Park in Three 
Please join his loving wife, 


Rivers. 


68, best friend and soulmate 


dren, Ethan Jones, Aiden, 


was long overdue. 


Anne Marie/Mama Bear (Putz) Clark; 
his three children, Shawn Clark, wife 
Allyson, Heather Emery, husband Ian, 
and Chad Clark, his eight grandchil- 


Aliviah, Abigail, Ian Emery; Alexandra 
and Brayden Clark and many extended 
family members for this celebration that 


of 45 years, 


Rhys Clark; 


Barbara Jean (Cantwell) Cogburn, 89 


MONSON — Barbara Jean 
(Cantwell) Cogburn, 89, passed 
away Friday, July 9, 2021. 

She was born Jan. 3, 1932, 
in Thorndike, the sixth child of 
James and Ruth (Johnson) Can- 
twell. Barbara was raised in 
Monson and was a graduate of 
Monson High School’s Class of 
1949. After graduating, Barbara 
worked at Zero Corp. for many 
years. She then decided to fol- 
low her oldest brother, James, 
to the “Golden State” where she 
met the love of her life, Carl Eu- 
gene Cogburn. They moved to 
Clyde, N.C., where they made 
their home. 


Barbara worked 
for Smokey Mountain 
Rehab as an executive 
secretary. After retire- 
ment and the passing 
of her husband, Bar- 
bara returned to Mon- 
son where she was 
surrounded by family. 
Barbara was a com- 
municant of St. Cece- 
lia Church in Wilbraham, and a 
member of the Monson Senior 
Center. She enjoyed cards, bin- 
go and was always up for a trip 
to the casino. 

Barbara leaves nieces and 
nephews as well as extended 


family members and 
friends. 

A Memorial Mass 
and graveside service 
will be held at a later 
date. 

As an expression 
of sympathy, please 
take an elderly per- 
son to lunch, or enjoy 
some time at the casi- 
no with thoughts of Barbara. 

Lombard Funeral Home of 
Monson has been entrusted with 
the arrangements. For online 
condolences, visit lombardfu- 
neralhome.com. 


THREE RIVERS — Walter 
G. Nowak, 58, passed away on 
July 9, 2021, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. 

Walter was born on Nov. 
17, 1962, to the late Thaddeus 
and Gloria (MacKay) Nowak. 
Walter was born in Palmer and 
raised in Three Rivers, where 
he enjoyed playing baseball and 
hockey with the neighborhood 
kids and on the Palmer teams. 
His love for sports carried on 
through the years, teaching his 
grandson Camden, how to play 
baseball and hockey, where they 
would play for hours. Walter 
loved watching the light of his 
life playing the sports he so 
enjoyed. Walter also enjoyed 


Walter G. Nowak, 58 


Walter worked 
most of his life at 
Monson Developmen- 
tal Center and then at 
Pope Francis Prepa- 
ratory School, where 
he made many friends 
at both. Most of these 
friends talked about 
Walter’s infectious 
smile and fun natured 
personality. Walter will be 
deeply missed by his wife of 
20 years, Debra (LaPlante) and 
his daughter Jessica Kimball 
and his most treasured grandson 
Camden Kimball. 

The love Papa and Camden 
had for one another was such a 
special bond. 


Sawicki, and godson 
Christopher Sawicki. 
Also, several very 
special cousins. 

Visitation will 
be from | to 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 18, 
at Beers and Sto- 
ry Palmer Funeral 
Home, 1475 N. Main 
Street, followed by a 
funeral home service beginning 
at 3 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, dona- 
tions may be made at North 
Brookfield Bank for Camden 
Kimball’s college fund. 
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PALMER POLICE 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to 378 calls and made 
three arrests or summons for ar- 
rests June 29-July 6. Those arrested 
will appear at the Palmer District 
Court and are innocent until proven 


guilty: 


Wednesday, July 7 

Edward Charles Lofland, 50, 
of 114 School St., Granby, was ar- 
rested at 9:30 p.m., on charges of 
operating a motor vehicle under 
the influence of liquor; negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle and a 
marked lanes violation. 


Thursday, July 8 
Tracy A. McCormick, 50, of 52 
Front St., Chicopee, was arrested at 
9:13 p.m., for an unlicensed opera- 
tion of a motor vehicle. 


Friday, July 9 

David Hershey Matos-Mar- 
grass, 29, of 96th Apt. 8, Chel- 
sea, was arrested at 5:18 p.m., on 
charges of trespassing; resisting 
arrest; assault on a police officer; 
disorderly conduct and interfering 
with a police officer. 


MONSON POLICE 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment responded three arrests or 
summons for arrest July 4-July 10. 


Those arrested will appear at the 
Palmer District Court and are inno- 
cent until proven guilty: 


Tuesday, July 6 
John Thomas Woloshchuk, 46, 
of 180 Stafford Rd., Monson, was 
arrested at 10:12 a.m., for a WMS 
Warrant. 


Friday, July 9 

Adam Edward Green, 31, of 4 
Old Stagecoach Dr., Monson, was 
arrested at 3:11 p.m., on charges of 
operating a motor vehicle; negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle; and 
speeding rate of speed exceeding 
the posted limit. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to seven calls July 7-12: 

On Wednesday, July 7, at 6:38 
p.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 7:02 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 10, at 10:08 
a.m., the department responded to 
a furnace malfunction on Central 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 10:41 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 10, at 10:08 
a.m., the department responded to a 
medical assistance call on Beacon 
Drive. The department returned to 
service at 10:22 a.m. 

On Saturday, July 10, at 4:20 
p.m., the department responded to 
a kitchen fire on Homestead Street. 

On Saturday, July 10, at 6:47 
p.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance on Colonial 
Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 7:13 
p.m. 

On Sunday, July 11, 
at 10:38 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to a 
smoke detector activation 
on Beacon Drive. The de- 
partment returned to ser- 
vice at 11:05 p.m. 

On Monday, July 12, 
at 12:27 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to a med- 
ical assistance call on Hill 
Street. 


THREE RIVERS 

The Three Rivers Fire 
Department responded to 
three calls July 7- &. 

On Wednesday, July 
7, at 11:01 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to an 
EMS incident on Three 
Rivers Road. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 
11:20 a.m. 

On Wednesday, July 
7, at 10:59 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to 
a house fire on Norbell 
Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:10 


p.m. 

On Thursday, July 8, 
at 11:50 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to a call, 
requesting an investiga- 
tion, for smoke in a build- 


LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor rf 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


was found and the department re- 
turned to service at 11:25 a.m. 

On Thursday, July 8, at 1:57 
a.m., the department responded to a 
life alert activation on State Street. 
The department received assistance 
from Palmer PD and the call was 
cancelled enroute. The department 
returned to service at 2:07 a.m. 

On Monday, July 7, at 10:41 
a.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on State 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 11:06 a.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to five fire calls and 22 
EMS calls July 5-11: 

On Monday, July 5, at 3:28 
p-m., the department responded to 
a carbon monoxide alarm on Reyn- 
olds Avenue. The department re- 
turned to service at 4:05 p.m. 


On Monday, July 5, at 8:13 
p.m., the department responded to 
a fire alarm activation on Stafford 
Hollow Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:52 p.m. 

On Wednesday, July 7, at 5:37 
p.m., the department responded to 
a tree on power lines call on Munn 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 6:15 p.m. 

On Wednesday, July 7, at 9:23 
p-m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Main Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:40 p.m. 

On Friday, July 9, at 8:37 a.m., 
the department responded to a fire 
alarm activation on Hovey Road. 
The department returned to service 
at 8:57 a.m. 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am -4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 1Oam-2pm 


+ 


Book dona 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


ions will be accepted at the Falmer Public 


Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 


| nce a UT es 


0 a Le: 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 


its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


unique is its 


personalized instruction. 


ing on Springfield Street. 
The department returned 
to service at 12:15 p.m. 


BONDSVILLE | - 


The Bondsville Fire ° 
Department responded to 
three calls July 6-12: 

On Wednesday, July 
7, at 10:59 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to a 
medical emergency on 
Fuller Road. No victim 


Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 


e Basic reading, writing and math skills 
High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
English Language Instruction (including conversation 
classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 
Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 
ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 
For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 


or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


going to the races at Lebanon Walter also |] UD LOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. POSITION AVAILABLE 
ssid cet ever every Satur- cial iifelone Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family TFL is seeking a Director of Adult Literacy/Operations Officer who is passionate 


about helping adult learners meet their educational goals. The successful candidate will work 
closely with TFL's Board of Trustees, tutors, students, volunteers, and community businesses/ 
organizations of the Quaboag Hills region and surrounding areas. General responsibilities will 
include: ¢ Recruiting, matching, and training volunteer tutors. ¢ Organizing and administering 
all programs of adult instruction, such as ESL, Reading, Writing, Math, HiSET, Computer Skills, 
and many more! ¢ Being aware of community educational needs and interests. 
¢ Providing educational guidance to assist adult learners in meeting their educational goals. 
* Coordinating fundraising and promotional efforts with a team of volunteers. 
This position requires 20-30 hours per week and is a year-round position. 
Interested candidates should send their resumes to topfloorlearningpalmer@gmail.com. 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 
e Use a computer ¢ Email 
e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 


day night. friend, Joseph Benches “ Statues * Monuments “ Custom Design Work 
Plot Maintenance * Bronze Plaques “ Cleaning ** Markers “* Vases 
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations “ Cemetery Signage * Granite Signs 
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
Support the 413-589-7564 Office “ 413-589-7588 Fax * 413-531-5360 
local businesses 


that support your 


Nesco S@a_Les'-- 


Your Safety is Our Top Priority 
¢ All vehicles are sanitized before e Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
and after repairs * Collision Specialists 
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines 
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims = 
91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.com 


local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


RS #1688 


r =) * uw 
| f &) “like us on 


1B facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


y 3 Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
: to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


ah 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


COLLECTIBLES 


Complete Original Set of Five Last 
Day of Mailing Covers from the Quab- 
bin Reservoir Towns dated 1938. Ex- 
tremely Rare $300.00 call Jon (603) 
706-0591 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 1-855- 
917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @ 
turley.com. Do they work? You are 
reading one of our ads now!! Visit our 
website to see where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


WOODS UPRIGHT FREEZER, 
MANUAL DEFROST 25x25x60 
good condition 150.00. Wicker settee 
with 2 chairs 195.00 real wicker. To- 
tal gym deluxe used 4 times 75.00. 
Slate inlaid round coffee table 39” 
diameter 16” high 80.00 beautiful call 
(413)256-1670 


TAG SALE 


TAG SALE!!! General Merchandise, 
Household and Yard Items. Large Se- 
lection. Saturday July 17th 8-3pm. 33 
Woodhaven Dr, Belchertown 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 
wanted. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. 
Vintage hunting, camping, cast iron 
cookware. Covid guidelines followed. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


i i Vi t 
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1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING 8 refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


DANNY BOY SERVICES Pressure 
washing, small lawn maintenance, 
brush removal, clean outs, shed re- 
moval, dump runs, anything you need 
done. One man show call Danny at 
(413)883-5113 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


JOHN SHEA’S APPLIANCE RE- 
PAIR Get it done right!!! Same day 
service. 508-867-7124, 774-200- 
1391 Check us out on facebook 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing 
in shrub trimming, pruning, design, 
deliveries, loader, backhoe, in- 
sured. Professional. Please call Bob 
(413)537-5789 (413)538-7954. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. 
Local deliv. to Oakham and _ sur- 
rounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASE- 
MENT WATERPROOFING 
All brick, block, stone, concrete. 
Hatchway doors, basement win- 
dows, chimneys rebuilt & repaired, 
foundations repaired, basement wa- 
terproofing systems, sump pumps. 
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic 
#14790. Call (413)569-1611, 

(413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems 
excellent exterior painting. Interi- 
ors too. Specializing in all aspects 
of quality painting and staining. 25 
years experience. Free consultation. 
Steve (413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


NEILSEN’S ADVANCED TREE 
MANAGEMENT. Offering Residen- 
tial and commercial Tree Work. Qual- 
ity work, reasonable prices. Call Ron 
Neilsen (413)813-5778 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


2004 GMC ENVOY XL. 6cyl auto- 
matic, 3rd row seat, cooper tires a/t 3 
(like new). size 245/65R17. Many new 
parts, clean, taken care of, sold as is 
no warranty, parts, restoration repair 
$800.00 (508)867-9734 Leave 
Message 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 
Base Price 
$29.50 
Base Price 
$31.50 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$35.50 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 


MIDDLEFIELD 


LS] BLANDFORD 


Hilltowns 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


WORTHINGTON 


Circulation: 
50,500 


BELCHERTOWN 


‘CUMMINGTON 


MONSON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


BRIMFIELD 
‘STURBRIDGE 


WALES HOLLAND 


Circulation: 9,800 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price 
$36.00 


Address: 


Town: 


State: 


Zip: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


(4 MasterCard 


OVISA 


“4 Discover 


“1 Cash 
Exp. Date 


X per week rate = $ 
“4 Check# 
CVV 


Amount of charge: 


Date: 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 


WEST 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER Well 
established Western MA General Con- 
tractor seeking well-rounded individual 
with Carpentry and Metal Building ex- 
perience. Must have a valid driver's 
license. Email resume to pjhc @ abuild- 
ers.com or 413-536-0021 


HELP WANTED LANDSCAPE 
AND NURSERY WORK. Full and 
Part time. Call Green Gardens, Rut- 
land, MA (508)886-6691 


HOUSE KEEPER and errands 
needed for female in Palmer call 
(413)283-2508. 


SOUS CHEF/COOK: Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown is now hiring 
a full time sous chef-cook position 
for three 12 hour shifts weekly. Prior 
experience in the food industry is pre- 
ferred with experience in working with 
elders as well. 

HHA/CNA: Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown is currently seeking full 
and part time nursing assistants and 
home health aides for first and second 
shifts. 

HOUSEKEEPING: Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown is seeking a 
full time housekeeper to provide daily 
housekeeping for our residents that 
reside in individual apartments in an 
assisted living setting. Christopher 
Heights provides a home like setting 
for the elder community and staff enjoy 
becoming part of the extended family! 
Please apply in person at 99 Front St., 
Belchertown MA. 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


COMMERCIAL STORAGE 
SPACE ON THE GRANBY/ 
BELCHERTOWN LINE. New con- 
struction, Approx. 600sf with 11:6” ceil- 
ings. 10’ wide by 9’ high garage door 
and a single pedestrian door. Parking 
lot is paved. $475/month. 12 month 
minimum lease. Call (413)315-1614 


FOR RENT APPROXIMATELY 
800 SQ. FT. with easy access. Good 
for storage etc. Also have approxi- 
mately 1600 Sq. Ft. unit with street 
level entrance. Call (413)967-7772 
for more information. Reasonable rent. 


FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Digital Photos 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
fo) al=me) ime) Ul ay el¥le}|(er-1i(e) atom 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 2 BR apt. porch, off-street 
parking, coin-op laundry, $925/ mo 
includes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413- 
896-1555 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


Heat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 


*Cats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
¢24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING & 
ITY 


OPPORTUA| 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
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LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
the provisions of the 
Massachusetts General Law 
105A, for the purpose of 
satisfying the liens of Apple 
Self Storage, in order to sat- 
isfy past due rents and other 
expenses, the stored goods 
of the following named peo- 
ple, including household 
items will be sold at pub- 
lic lien sale at 10:00 AM on 
July 23, 2021, on the prem- 
ises of Apple Self Storage, 
1207 South Main Street, 
Palmer, Massachusetts: 


Connor Perreault 
Post Office Box 125 
West Warren, MA 01092 


Donna Barnes 
204 Wales Road 
Monson, MA 01057 


07/08, 07/15/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family 
Court Department 
Hampden Division 
Docket No. 
HD01P158616TP1 
NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S ACCOUNT 

To all persons interested 
in the estate of LAWRENCE 
ARENSBERG of Palmer, 
Hampden County, MA, a 
protected person. 

You are hereby notified 
pursuant to Mass. R. Civ. 
P. Rule 72 that the Thirty- 
first through Thirty-fourth 
Account(s) inclusive of 
Bank of America, N.A., 
and Roberta Arensberg, 
Trustees under a written 
instrument for the bene- 
fit of said LAWRENCE 
ARENSBERG has been 
presented to said Court for 
allowance. 

If you desire to preserve 
your right to file an objec- 
tion to said account(s), you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance in said 
court at Springfield on or 
before the July 29, 2021, 
the return day of this cita- 
tion. You may upon written 
request by registered or cer- 
tified mail to the fiduciary, 
or to the attorney for the 
fiduciary, obtain without a 
cost a copy of said accounts. 
If you desire to object to 
any item of said accounts, 
you must, in addition to fil- 
ing a written appearance as 
aforesaid, file within thirty 
days after said return day 
or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order a written statement of 
such item together with the 
grounds for each objection 
thereto, a copy to be served 
upon the fiduciary pursuant 
to Mass. R. Civ. P. Rule 5. 

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
said Court at Springfield this 
Ist day of July, 2021 

Rosemary A. Saccomani 

Register of Probate 
07/15/2021 


NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

Premises: 21 Dale Road, 
Holbrook, Massachusetts 
By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Dorothy Bitsoli- 
Ricci to Bank of America, 
N.A., said mortgage dated 
February 15, 2007, and 
recorded in the Norfolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
in Book 24554 at Page 432 
and now held by Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, 
d/b/a Christiana Trust, not 
individually but as Trustee 
for Pretium Mortgage 
Acquisition Trust by vir- 
tue of an assignment from 
Pretium Mortgage Credit 
Partners I Loan Acquisition, 
LP, to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a 
Christiana Trust, not indi- 
vidually but as Trustee 
for Pretium Mortgage 


Acquisition Trust, dated 
July 24, 2015 and recorded 
September 1, 2015 in Book 
33449 at Page 543 of the 
Norfolk County Registry of 
Deeds, previously assigned 
by Bank of America, N.A., 
successor by merger to BAC 
Home Loans Servicing, LP 
to Pretium Mortgage Credit 
Partners I Loan Acquisition, 
LP, by virtue of an assign- 
ment dated June 12, 2015 
and recorded September 1, 
2015 in Book 33449 at Page 
542 of the Norfolk County 
Registry of Deeds, previ- 
ously assigned by Bank of 
America, N.A., to BAC 
Home Loans Servicing, LP, 
by virtue of an assignment 
dated October 25, 2010 and 
recorded October 28, 2010 in 
Book 28199 at Page 459 of 
the Norfolk County Registry 
of Deeds, for breach of the 
conditions in said mortgage 
and for the purpose of fore- 
closing the same, will be sold 
at Public Auction on July 
23, 2021 at 11:00 AM Local 
Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

Property Address: 

21 Dale Road, Holbrook, 
MA 02343 

Tax Assessor’s 
Information: Parcel 1D# 
40-065-64 

The land situate and 
lying in the Township of 
Holbrook, Norfolk County, 
Massachusetts. Being Lots 
Ten-Hundred and Twenty- 
one (1021) and Ten-Hundred 
and Twenty-two (1022) as 
shown on plan dated May 
13, 1949 of Holbrook Grove, 
Addition #2, Holbrook, 
Massachusetts, together 
with an easement to the use 
of right of ways over roads 
shown on said plan, said plan 
being recorded in Norfolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
in Plan Book 157, Plan 555 
of 1950, also right of way 
shown on the plan of the 
subdivision known and des- 
ignated as Holbrook Grove, 
Holbrook, Massachusetts, 
TOGETHER with an ease- 
ment to the use of right of 
way over the streets, roads, 
places, drives, avenues, 
beach and park and right to 
install telegraph, telephone 
and electric light poles and 
wires, gas and water mains 
or to give license or permits 
for same. Said Plan being 
recorded in Norfolk County 
Registry of Deeds, plan pre- 
pared by R. Loring Hayward, 
Civil engineer of Taunton, 
Massachusetts, in Plan Book 
142, Plan 573 of 1947. 

For title reference see that 
deed of Fred E. Kroker and 
Ethel W. Kroker to Dorothy 
Bitsoli, deed dated October 
20, 1954 and recorded on 
November 8, 1954 with the 
Norfolk County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 3316, Page 
17. 

The description of the 
property that appears in the 
mortgage to be foreclosed 
shall control in the event of 
a typographical error in this 
publication. 

For Mortgagors’ Title see 
deed dated October 20, 1954, 
and recorded in Book 3316 
at Page 17 with the Norfolk 
County Registry of Deeds. 

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and 
conveyed subject to all liens, 
encumbrances, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which 
take precedence over the said 
mortgage above described. 

FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
by a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid in cash, certi- 
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
sixty (60) days after the date 
of sale. 

Other terms to be 
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announced at the sale. 

BENDETT & MCHUGH, 
PC 
270 Farmington Avenue 
Farmington, CT 06032 
Attorney for Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, 
d/b/a Christiana Trust, 
not individually but as 
Trustee for Pretium 
Mortgage Acquisition Trust 
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage 
(860) 677-2868 

07/01, 07/08, 07/15/2021 


PALMER 
LOCAL LICENSING 
AUTHORITY 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Palmer Local 
Licensing Authority will hold 
a public hearing on Monday, 
August 2, 2021 at 6:40 PM 
at the Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer (Thorndike) on the 
application from Bruso 
Liquor Mart, Inc under MGL 
C 138 §15 for a transfer of 
an OFF-Premises All Alcohol 
License located at 1240 Park 
Street, Palmer, MA. 

Any persons interested in 
being heard should appear at 
the time and place designated 
above. 

07/15/2021 


NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC AUCTION 

In accordance with 
the provisions of the 
Massachusetts General 
Law 105A, for the pur- 
pose of satisfying the liens 
of LaBonte Self Storage, 
in order to satisfy past due 
rents and other expens- 
es, the stored goods of the 
following named people, 
including household items 
will be sold at public lien 
sale at 9:00 AM on July 23, 
2021, on the premises of 
LaBonte Self Storage, 250 
Wilbraham Street, Palmer, 
Massachusetts: 


Richard D. Chamberlain 
44 Valleyview B 
Ware, MA 01082-1647 


Angelica Roman 
1558 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Glen Whitney 
1605 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 


07/08, 07/15/2021 


PALMER 
LOCAL LICENSING 
AUTHORITY 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Palmer Local 
Licensing Authority will 
hold a public hearing on 
August 2, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
at the Town Administration 


Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer on the application 
from Om Kalesvar Corp. 
under MGL C 138 §15 for a 
NEW OFF-Premises Wine 
and Malt Beverages License 
located at 2394 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA. 

Any persons interested in 
being heard should appear at 
the time and place designated 
above. 

07/15/2021 


Public Hearing Notice 

In accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Brimfield Planning Board 
will hold a public hear- 
ing, on the following: The 
Brimfield Planning Board 
will be holding a Site Plan 
Review Public Hearing for T. 
Reardon Builders, Incforthe 
proposed project of a 182 
unit multi-building self stor- 
age facility and supporting 
infrastructure which is locat- 
ed at Sturbridge Road (parcel 
id: Map #15 Block #B, Lot 
10.1) on August 4, 2021 at 
theBrimfield Town Hall (21 
MainStreet) at 7:45 p.m. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the application 
can contact the Brimfield 
Planning Board or appear at 
the time and place designated 
above. 

A copy of theapplica- 
tion maybe inspected at the 
Planning Board Office in the 
Town Hall, please call 413- 
245-4100 x1153 or email 
planning @ brimfieldma.org. 
07/15, 7/22/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis: 
sion (i.¢., date, 
time, spelling). 


Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 
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"A Quiet Place Part II”: Pandemic- 
delayed sequel has family on the run 


By Bob Garver 


For over a year, “A Quiet 
Place Part IT’”’ was just out of reach. 
The film was originally supposed 
to open on March 20, 2020. The 
weekend of March 13 turned out to 
be the last for new releases before 
the pandemic shut down theaters. 
The film was pushed back to May 
of that year, but of course theaters 
weren’t ready by then. The same 
was true of a later advertised re- 
lease in September, when many 
venues were still closed. The stu- 
dio even decided that April 2021 
was too early, though theaters 
were open in limited capacity by 
then. September 2021? Too far. 

Memorial Day weekend fit the 
bill perfectly. 

Given the film’s $48 million 
three-day domestic haul, I can’t 
say the decision to wait for a hol- 
iday weekend didn’t pay off. At 
least now I can stop seeing a trailer 
before every movie that indicates 
the release is just around the cor- 
ner. 

Part I of “A Quiet Place” end- 
ed with Lee Abbott (John Kra- 
sinski, also the director of both 
installments) sacrificing himself 
to the series’ hearing-sensitive 
and bloodthirsty aliens in order to 
save his children, the deaf Regan 
(Millicent Simmonds) and _hear- 
ing Marcus (Noah Jupe). Evelyn 
Abbott (Emily Blunt, Krasinski’s 
real-life wife) successfully had her 
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baby, stashed it in a soundproof 
box, fought off an alien, and took 
the kids away from the family’s 
now-compromised farm to look 
for safe haven. Part II picks up 
with the family fleeing... after a 
prologue where the aliens first in- 
vade. 

I guess there was pressure to 
get Krasinski back onscreen some- 
how, so he decided to do it in the 
form of a flashback. 

After some — uncomfort- 
able-looking barefoot running, the 
Abbotts stumble across a bunker 
inhabited by their neighbor Em- 
mett (Cillian Murphy), who fan- 
cies himself a survivalist, but isn’t 
doing well. After over a year of 
hiding from the aliens, his wife has 
died and he’s running out of food. 
Emmett is heartless enough to 
tell the mother and three kids that 
they need to leave in the morning. 
Regan is only too happy to leave 
because she’s picked up on a ra- 
dio signal that indicates safe ha- 
ven on a nearby island the aliens 
can’t reach. She runs away and 
Evelyn tasks Emmett with finding 
her. Emmett does track her down, 
but decides that Regan’s onto 
something with the island theory 
and joins her in seeing if it’s true. 
However, they have to be weary of 
both the aliens and other humans 
who have become deranged in the 
chaotic post-invasion world. 

The film’s advertising has re- 
ally played up the “villainous hu- 


mans” aspect, but it’s really only 
a factor in one scene. The tagline 
“Silence is Not Enough” may as 
well refer to Marcus, who nearly 
gets himself and the baby killed 
with some boneheaded decisions 
back at Emmett’s bunker — de- 
cisions not always related to the 
aliens. Then again, it was Regan 
who got at least one person killed 
in the first movie. 

I guess it’s believable, though 
frustrating, that kids would be 
making costly mistakes in this sit- 
uation. 

“A Quiet Place Part II” is a 
taut film, with no time wasted on 
nonsense like phony jump scares. 
The few peaceful scenes of hope 
and camaraderie are only there to 
be broken by the inevitable danger 
and urgency. The ending is rather 
abrupt, as I was sure the charac- 
ters’ journeys would take them 
further by the end of the film. But 
I guess we'll have to wait for at 
least Part III for a proper conclu- 
sion. And I’m sure there will be a 
Part II since Part II struck at just 
the right time. 


Grade: B- 

“A Quiet Place Part II” is rat- 
ed PG-13 for terror, violence and 
bloody/disturbing images. Its run- 
ning time is 97 minutes. 


Contact Bob Garver at 
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HELP WANTED - HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


The Town of Brookfield Highway Department seeks an Administrative Assistant (24 hours/week). The administrative assistant performs highly skilled administrative and clerical 
duties to coordinate the administrative activities of the department in an effective and efficient manner. Position requires excellent communication skills both oral and written. 
Must be able to deal tactfully, courteously and professionally with residents, town officials, industry professionals and highway department personnel. 

The ability to multi task while remaining organized and detail oriented is very important. Must have working knowledge of Open Meeting Law, Public Records Law, 

State Ethics Law and Public Procurement Laws. High school diploma and 3-5 years of relevant office administration in a municipal setting are required. 

Please see job description (available on www.brookfieldma.us) for a list of qualifications and responsibilities. We offer competitive wages and benefits. 


Submit cover letter and resume to the Brookfield Highway Department, 56 Mill St. Brookfield, MA 01506 no later than July 30, 2021. EEO Employer 


Summary of Position Responsibilities: 


Coordinates and manages the activities of the Highway Department. Performs highly skilled 
administrative and clerical duties, to ensure effective and efficient operations. 


Description of Supervision/Supervisory Responsibilities: 


The Administrative Assistant is recommended by the Highway Superintendent and 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen, and works under the general supervision and 


direction of the Highway Superintendent. 


Essential Functions of Job: 


e Provides administrative and clerical support to the Highway Superintendent, including 
word and data processing, filing, copying, scanning, and handling correspondence 
e Interacts effectively with members of the general public, federal, state and/or local 


government officials, and Town employees. 


¢ Coordinates the compiling of documentation and bid specifications according to state 


bidding guidelines. 


e Manages and maintains all Department records, personnel, correspondence and files 


including personnel vacation and sick records 
e Plans, coordinates, and calendars meetings and events. 


e Acts as liaison to Board of Selectmen, Town officials and general public as needed. 
e Receives and screens visitors and telephone calls, providing information and handling 
issues that may require sensitivity and the use of sound independent judgment, or refer 


to appropriate individual(s). 


e Performs similar or related work as required or assigned 

e Assists the Highway Superintendent in preparing the departmental budget 
e Responsible for departmental billing and turnovers to Treasurer 

e Prepares paperwork for grant applications and submissions 


e Researches potential grant opportunities 


Minimum Competencies: 


e Excellent communication skills, both oral and written 


e Ability to deal tactfully, courteously, and professionally with all persons, even in stressful 


situations, essential 


e Ability to maintain confidentiality and to exercise sound judgment and discretion 


e Ability to work in high pressure situations, as necessary 


e Highly organized, detail oriented, takes initiative and able to work independently 
e Ability to handle multiple tasks, prioritize effectively, meet deadlines, and deliver high 


quality work 


¢ Reliability and professional personal presentation essential 


Project management experience desirable 


Education and Experience/Other Requirements: 


¢ High School diploma or G.E.D. required 


Physical Requirements/Work Location: 


¢ Operates standard office equipment, including a computer 
e Proficiency in typing, basic word processing, spreadsheet, presentation and database 
software (such as MS Word and Excel). 


e Working knowledge of Open Meeting Law, Public Records Law, State Ethics Law and 
Public Procurement Laws 


e 3 year’s experience in relevant position (i.e. administrative assistant, office manager, or 
similar experience) and knowledge of general office procedures (€.g., correspondence, 
scheduling, filing) desirable; previous experience in municipal government preferred 

e Valid Drivers license 

e Flagger Certification, preferred 


The physical demands described here are representative of those that must be met by 


an employee to successfully perform the essential functions of this job. Reasonable 


accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform the 
essential functions. 


Highway Department Garage, 56 Mill St. 


This is an office-based job in a dynamic municipal office. While performing the duties 


of the Administrative Assistant the employee is required to: interact and communicate 
frequently, effectively, and professionally with the public, government officials, other staff 
members and boards, and/or third parties transacting business with the Town; operate 


standard office equipment including computers and keyboards, at efficient speed; and 
move throughout the municipal office. The employee will occasionally be required to work 
beyond normal business hours. 


FLSA status 
This position is non-exempt under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 


The above statements are intended to describe the general nature and level of work being 


performed by individuals assigned to this position. They are not intended to be an exhaustive 


list of all responsibilities, duties, and skills required. This job description does not constitute 
an employment agreement between the employer and employee, and is subject to change 


by the employer as the needs of the employer and/or requirements of the job change. 
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Baystate Wing Hospital Auxiliary awards 
$5,000 in scholarships to local students 


PALMER — Five area students, includ- 
ing to attending local schools, have received 
an increase in their college fund, courtesy of 
the Baystate Wing Hospital Auxiliary. 

The hospital’s volunteer group recently 
presented $5,000 in scholarships to local high 
school students pursuing careers in health- 
care. 

Each year the scholarships are financed 
by the hard work and dedicated fundraising 
efforts of the Auxiliary members. The Auxil- 
iary awarded scholarships to seniors graduat- 
ing from Ludlow, Monson, Palmer, Pathfind- 
er and Ware high schools who are pursuing 
higher education in a healthcare field. The 
students were chosen based on their academic 
excellence, volunteer efforts and related com- 
munity service, work experience, and dedica- 
tion to their goals. 

A committee reviewed the applications 
of area students in April, as they do each year, 
to select the students who this year will each 
receive a $1,000 scholarship. 

The 2021 scholarship award recipients 
are: Tori Edwards from Palmer High School, 
who will be pursuing a degree in biomedi- 
cal science; Kaitlyn Rodrigues from Ludlow 
High School, who will be pursuing a degree 
as a physician assistant; Makayla Davenport 
from Pathfinder Regional High School, who 
will be pursuing a degree in occupation- 
al therapy; Lexie Orszulak from Ware High 
School, who will be pursuing a degree in 
nursing; and Alex Doyle from Monson High 
School, who will be pursuing a degree as a 
physician assistant. 

“We are extremely proud of these stu- 


Makayla Davenport 


dents and grateful to the Baystate Wing Hos- 
pital Auxiliary members for their continued 
dedication to our hospital and our communi- 
ties,” said Ursula St. Amand, chairman of the 
scholarship committee. 

“These scholarships are an investment in 
our area youth and will help to build a health- 
care workforce for the future.” 

For over 65 years, the Auxiliary has been 
actively supporting Baystate Wing Hospital 
through their sponsorship of special events 
and management of the gift shop. This di- 
verse group of women and men include teach- 
ers, nurses, business owners, both young and 
retirees, who live in many different communi- 
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ties and are united by a shared commitment to 
support the mission of the hospital. 

The COVID-19 pandemic created some 
challenges for this group of committed volun- 
teers. They had to temporarily close the gift 
shop in March of 2020 which restricted their 
ability to fund raise for the annual scholarship 
awards. “We are all looking forward to return- 
ing to our work serving as Auxiliary members 
at the hospital.” St. Amand said. 

“We are thankful to the Auxiliary mem- 
bers for their continued commitment and 
support and we look forward to a time when 
they can return to the Baystate Wing Hospital 
Gift Shop when the hospital is allowed to lift 
restrictions,’ said Teresa 
Grove, philanthropy offi- 
cer for Baystate Health’s 
Eastern Region. 
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Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
September 26, 2021 


Red Cross still facing 
severe blood shortage 


REGION — The American Red 
Cross continues to experience a severe 
blood shortage that is negatively affect- 
ing blood product availability across the 
country. Donors of all blood types — es- 
pecially type O and those giving plate- 
lets — are urged to make an appointment 
to give now and help ensure hospital 
shelves are stocked with blood products. 

Right now, the Red Cross is work- 
ing around the clock to provide blood 
products to hospitals responding to an 
unusually high number of traumas and 
emergency room visits, as well as over- 
doses and resulting transplants. As a re- 
sult of the blood shortage, some hospi- 
tals are being forced to slow the pace of 
elective surgeries until the blood supply 
stabilizes, delaying crucial patient care. 

In addition, while summer is tra- 
ditionally a time when blood donations 
decline, this year is particularly chal- 
lenging as many Americans receive 
their vaccinations and resume summer 
activities after more than a year of lim- 
ited interactions and travel, leading to 
lower donor turnout. 

Donors are needed now to prevent 
further delays to patient care. People can 
schedule an appointment to give blood 
now by using the Red Cross Blood Do- 
nor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733- 
2767) or enabling the Blood Donor Skill 
on any Alexa Echo device. 

Donors who come to give now 
through July 31, will receive a $10 Am- 
azon.com Gift Card by email, plus a 
chance to win gas for a year (a $5,000 
value). Terms and conditions apply; vis- 
it rcblood.org/fuel. 

In most cases, those who have re- 
ceived a COVID-19 vaccine can donate. 
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However, knowing the name of the man- 
ufacturer of the vaccine they received is 
important in determining donation eligi- 
bility. 

About blood donation 

To donate blood, individuals need 
to bring a blood donor card or driver’s 
license or two other forms of identifica- 
tion that are required at check-in. Indi- 
viduals who are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental consent where 
allowed by state law), weigh at least 110 
pounds and are in generally good health 
may be eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 18 
years of age and younger also must meet 
certain height and weight requirements. 

Donors can also save up to 15 min- 
utes at the blood drive by completing a 
RapidPass®. With RapidPass®, donors 
complete the pre-donation reading and 
health history questionnaire online, on 
the day of donation, from a mobile de- 
vice or computer. To complete a Rapid- 
Pass®, follow the instructions at Red- 
CrossBlood.org/RapidPass or use the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App. 


Health insights for donors 
At a time when health information 
has never been more important, the Red 
Cross is also screening all blood, plate- 
let and plasma donations from self-iden- 
tified African American donors for the 
sickle cell trait. This additional screen- 
ing will provide Black donors with an 
additional health insight and help the 
Red Cross identify compatible blood 
types more quickly to help patients with 
sickle cell disease. Blood transfusion 
is an essential treatment for those with 
sickle cell disease, and blood donations 
from individuals of the same race, eth- 
nicity and blood type have a 
unique ability to help pa- 
tients fighting sickle cell 
disease. 

Donors can expect 
to receive sickle cell trait 
screening results, if appli- 
cable, within one to two 
weeks through the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App 
and the online donor por- 
tal at RedCrossBlood.org. 

Blood drive safety 

The Red Cross has 
updated its pandemic 
safety protocols in align- 
ment with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention and Occupational 
Safety and Health Admin- 
istration. Fully vaccinated 
individuals, including staff 
and donors, no longer need 
to wear masks or socially 
distance. | Unvaccinated 
individuals continue to be 
required to wear masks 
and socially distance. Do- 
nors are asked to schedule 
an appointment prior to ar- 
riving at the drive. 

About the American 
Red Cross 

The American Red 
Cross shelters, feeds and 
provides emotional sup- 
port to victims of disas- 
ters; supplies about 40% 
of the nation’s blood; 
teaches skills that save 
lives; provides interna- 
tional humanitarian aid; 
and supports military 
members and their fam- 
ilies. The Red Cross is a 
not-for-profit organization 
that depends on volunteers 
and the generosity of the 
American public to per- 
form its mission. For more 
information, people may 
visit redcross.org/MA or 
cruzrojaamericana.org, 
or visit us on Facebook, 
Twitter or LinkedIn. 


St. Anne Shrine cordially invites you to attend our 


annual NOVENA TO ST. ANNE 
Our theme this year is 


“I Am With You Always” (Matt 28:20) 
Pilgrims of all faiths, generations and cultures are invited to join 
our Celebration of the 134th Novena to St. Anne beginning 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 culminating on Monday, July 26, 2021. 
A variety of speakers and music ministries 
(African, Hispanic, Vietnamese and others) will enhance our liturgies. 
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